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1. Executive summary 

NHS Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) conducted a 
consultation from 15 June to 4 September 2015 proposing to close the walk-in 
service at Bitterne Health Centre and to re-distribute the current funding to 
community nursing and community-based care.   

The proposal was developed as a result of a review of community based nursing 
provision and urgent care services. Upon reviewing provision for urgent and 
emergency services however, it has become clear that the nurse-led walk-in service 
in Bitterne, run by Solent NHS Trust, is not providing cost effective care and 
duplicates other services available for local residents. It is situated next to GP 
practices which are extending their opening times and offering nurse-led 
appointments, and opposite a pharmacy with other pharmacies close by. 
Furthermore, the service operates at the same time as both the out of hours GP 
service and the NHS 111 telephone advice service which is available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.   

During the consultation: 

• 1668 responses were received, these includes completed surveys, emails 
and telephone feedback 

• 172 people attended three public meetings 

• 1497 people also participated or engaged in focus groups, meetings, 
public events 

In view of the feedback and responses received, it is clear that the walk-in service is 
seen as a valuable resource in the local community. 

The results of the consultation and key findings will be presented to the CCG 
Governing Body meeting on 30 September 2015 to inform the decision-making 
process in relation to the future of the Bitterne Walk-in service. 
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2. Pre-consultation engagement and review process 

In 2014, Southampton City CCG conducted a pre-consultation engagement process 
to develop and appraise the options available for the future of the Bitterne walk-in 
service and the wider primary care services across the area. This included: 

• analysis of the walk-in service review data 

• engagement with local people  

• engagement with clinicians and walk-in service staff. 

We conducted a robust analysis of the available data on the current usage and 
costs of the walk-in service.  In addition existing local access to primary care and 
attendance rates at the Emergency Department and the Minor Injuries Unit were 
examined to set some context to the landscape in which the walk in service 
operates. 

Engagement with local people, clinicians and walk-in service staff  

In advance of the public consultation we asked local people to give their views on 
local health services and what is important to them. (A detailed summary of the 
engagement is included in the consultation document) 

In order of priority people said that the most important health services to them were: 

• seeing a GP quickly when needed 

• good services at the hospital 

• support to stay independent. 

We asked our GPs if they felt that the service reduced demand for appointments at 
their practice and 82% said no. 

Staff at the walk-in service told us that the service was well liked and in their opinion 
often used by people due to a perceived lack of GP appointments.  They also 
commented that more work needed to be done to promote the alternatives 
available. 
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3.  The Consultation 

3.1 Process and policy overview 

NHS bodies have a legal duty to involve and consult in: 

• planning of commissioning arrangements, which might include consideration 
of allocation of resources, needs assessment and service specifications 

• proposed changes to services which may impact on patients 
• the planning of the provision of services 
• the development and consideration of proposals for changes in the way 

those services are provided 
• decisions to be made by that body affecting the operation of those services 

In addition to our statutory duty, the NHS should also have regard to the 
guidance published by the Secretary of State, including the four tests for 
reconfiguration introduced in 2010: 

• GP commissioning support 
• patient and public engagement 
• clinical evidence base 
• the need to develop patient choice. 

3.2 Materials 

The consultation document was produced by the CCG in consultation with a 
number of key partners and stakeholders. These include Healthwatch 
Southampton, Solent NHS Trust, GPs and service users.  In response to 
feedback the document was produced in a concise format for ease of reading 
and included a glossary. The consultation documents along with the feedback 
form can be found in Appendix 1. 

Other materials included: 

• press releases 
• printed consultation documents 
• posters and flyers 
• letters to key stakeholders 
• articles for newsletters 
• social media schedule 
• radio and local TV promotion 
• consultation information on the CCG website including, frequently asked 

questions, GP opening times, pharmacy opening times, breakdown of 
costs 

• consultation questionnaire in an on-line survey version 
• audio version of document.  

 



6 

 

3.3 Consultation reach 

The consultation was launched on 15 June 2015, for 12 weeks and the deadline 
for feedback was 4 September 2015.  The consultation document and feedback 
form was widely distributed.  Please see Appendix 2 for details. 

In total, 4000 consultation documents were distributed at a number of events, 
drop-in sessions, meetings and focus groups across the city. 

3.4  Consultation activity 

To encourage participation we used a variety of consultation and engagement 
methods, both quantitative and qualitative.  These included: 

• online survey 
• three public meetings 
• focus groups 
• social media e.g. Facebook, Twitter 
• public events 
• market stalls 
• community group meetings 
• publications, newsletters etc  
• community events 
• drop-in sessions in public buildings, e.g. libraries,  places of worship, leisure 

centre 
• voluntary group meetings 
• attending support group meetings 
• independent focus group 
• key stakeholder meetings e.g. HOSP, Health and Wellbeing Board, Target 

(GP training days), General Assembly, staff meetings 
• one to one interviews as requested 

Please see Appendix 3 for full details of activity. 

3.5 Online engagement 

Throughout the consultation period, 15 June – 4 September 2015, we regularly 
updated our website, Twitter and Facebook pages about the consultation.  

The CCG website 

A page was set up on the CCG website, www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk, with 
links from the homepage and news section, with details about the consultation. 
This contained the consultation document, supporting documents, frequently 
asked questions (which were regularly updated), link to the online survey, 
details of events and contact details for any queries.  

 

http://www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/
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The consultation page –  
www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/consultation-on-community-based-health-
services was accessed 5,480 times and the consultation document downloaded 
690 times.  

Twitter 

Throughout the consultation we sent out regular tweets from our Twitter page, 
twitter.com/NHSSotonCityCCG to our followers (7,417 followers as of 14 
September 2015) with links to the consultation page of the website encouraging 
people to find out more and have their say. 

We also tweeted live with updates from both public events.  

The consultation tweets were shared by local partners including: 

• the National Institute for Health Research Collaboration for Leadership in 
Applied Health Research and Care (NIHR CLAHRC) Wessex 

• Sugarbuddies (a local diabetes peer support group) 
• Southampton Cops (Hampshire Police Neighbourhood Policing Teams 

covering Bitterne, Portswood, Shirley and Central Southampton) 
• NHS West Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
• Bitternepark.info (a local website for Bitterne) 
• Southampton Scene (a Twitter account with local information about 

Southampton) 
• Carers in Southampton 
• Action Hampshire  
• Southampton Keep our NHS Public 
• Southampton City Council Housing Services 
• Communities and Improvement Team, Southampton City Council 
• Age UK Southampton 
• the Southampton Neonatal Unit Family Support and Fundraisers Group 
• Mayflower Court Care Home 
• Options Wellbeing 
• Southampton GP colleagues and colleagues from NHS South, Central and 

West Commissioning Support Unit 
• Public Health 
• Alzheimer’s Society  
• BBC Radio Solent 
• A reporter from the Daily Echo. 

 

 

 

http://www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/consultation-on-community-based-health-services
http://www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/consultation-on-community-based-health-services
https://twitter.com/NHSSotonCityCCG
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Facebook 

We posted updates to our Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/NHSSouthampton, during the consultation. Our Facebook 
page has 205 likes (as of 14 September 2015). 

In total, Facebook statistics show that our seven posts about the consultation 
reached 743 people.  

Media 

A complete log of all our media coverage can be found at Appendix 4. 

3.6 Assurance checks 

To ensure that our consultation complied with the government good practice 
guidelines, we implemented a number of assurance check points throughout the 
process. 

 

Activity Date 

Formally notified NHS England of our plans for 
consultation at the Q3 and Q4 2014/15 assurance 
meetings 

28 Nov 2014 

30 March 2015 

Consultation Strategy presented to the Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Panel who approved 
approach 

26 March 2015 

Meetings held with Healthwatch Southampton 
who agreed to: 

a. become a member of the project steering 
group 

b. actively promote the consultation in order 
to ensure as many people’s views are 
heard as possible 

c. verify the process. 

14 May 2015 

Progress report to CCG Governing Body 
incorporated in the Chief Executive Officer Report 

27 May 2015 

An independent consultant at Engagement 
Solutions reviewed our preparation and plans for 
the consultation and confirmed that they were 
satisfied that we were following due process 

8 June 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/NHSSouthampton
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Weekly project meetings monitored our progress 
throughout the consultation to ensure that we 
were identifying all consultation opportunities, 
particularly with seldom heard groups, and 
responding to questions and requests.  A key 
action was to regularly review the frequently 
asked questions to ensure that any themes were 
investigated. 

Weekly 

Monthly progress reports to NHS England. Monthly 

Assurance check at Southampton City CCG 
clinical governance meeting 

5 August 2015 

Progress report to CCG Governing Body 
incorporated in the Chief Executive Officer Report  

29 July 2015 

The Health Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
accepted the proposal subject to the CCG 
addressing some concerns 

12 August 2015 

NHS England conducted a formal Stage 2 
assurance check. 

19 August 2015 

Healthwatch strategic group review of feedback 
and process 

10 September 2015 

CCG Governing Body meeting in public 30 September 2015 

HOSP meeting in public 1 October 
2015 

 

3.7 Equality and diversity 

An equality impact assessment was undertaken prior to the launch of the 
consultation.  As the consultation progressed the action plan was updated to 
reflect further risks identified.  (Appendix 5) 

During the consultation we responded to requests to produce the consultation 
document in audio format, and worked with translators to enable a focus group 
with Chinese people. 

Consultation materials were shared with our Equality and Diversity Reference 
Group in order to seek views from people from all nine protected characteristics. 
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4.0 Responses to the consultation 

4.1 The consultation in numbers 

Method of response Number of responses 
Questionnaires (printed and online) 1617 
Letter/email responses 34 
Telephone calls 17 
Total responses 1668 

Breakdown of attendance at public meetings: 

Venue Number of people 
Christ the King and St Colman 
Catholic Church Hall, Bitterne   100 
Central Hall, St Marys  50 
Drummond Centre, Hedge End  22 
Total attendees 172 

A further 1497 people who engaged in focus groups, events, market stalls, 
meetings etc. (see activity log in Appendix 3 for more detail) 

We also received responses from the following groups and partner 
organisations (detailed in Appendix 6): 

• NHS West Hampshire CCG      
• University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust, Chief Executive  
• University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust, Chair   
• Solent NHS Trust       
• Care UK (providers of the minor injuries service)   
• Consult and Challenge       
• Southampton Keep our NHS public (SKONP)   

 

4.2 Feedback from the questionnaire 

Key facts 

• In total 1617 feedback forms were received.  
• 1121 of responses were hand written (received either via the post or hand 

delivered) and 496 were completed online. 
• People from under the age of 20 up to the age of 90 took part in the survey. 
• We received feedback from people living within all of Southampton’s city 

postcodes as well as those living in neighbouring areas, with around two 
thirds of respondents living in the SO18 or SO19 areas. 

• All main ethnicities were represented in the feedback. 
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• Two thirds of respondents were female with one third male. 
• Overall just over 70% of respondents felt the walk-in service should remain 

open. 
• Around 15% agreed to closure of the service in order to re-invest funding to 

community based services (the remaining 15% either did not know or chose 
not to answer the question). 

• Additional pressure on the Emergency Department and GPs were cited as 
the main concerns people had regarding the impacts of closure. 

 

The feedback 

The feedback form began by asking respondents with which of the following 
options they agreed/disagreed: 

Option 1 - To close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute the current 
funding to community nursing and community-based care.    

Agree Disagree Don't know No response 
16% 73% 3% 8% 

 

Figure1: To close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute the current funding 
to community nursing and community-based care  

Of the people who agreed with this statement 32% lived in the Bitterne area 
(postcodes SO18 and SO19), 42% lived elsewhere in the city or surrounding 
area with 26% providing no postcode. 

The data indicates that support for the closure of the walk-in service decreases 
with age. When we calculate the number of people who support the closure of 
the service as a percentage of the people within that age group who responded 
there is a clear trend. 
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Conversely the number of people who do not support the closure as a 
percentage of the people within that age group is displayed below. 

 

 

 

Option 2 - To keep the Bitterne walk-in service open at the risk of high priority 
services such as community based care. 

Agree Disagree Don't know No response 
69% 15% 7% 9% 
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Figure 3: To keep the Bitterne walk-in service open at the risk of high priority services 
such as community-based care       

 

Once again the data indicates that support for the closure of the walk-in service 
decreases with age. When we calculate the number of people who agree to 
keep the walk-in service open as a percentage of the people within that age 
group we see the trend below. 
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And conversely, 

 

It is important to note that: 

• 10 people agreed with both statements 
• 70 disagreed with both statements 
• 8 people responded to neither option 

 

Impacts of closure 

Responses to the tick box section of the feedback form indicated that a 
significant number of people thought that closing the walk-in service would 
result in increased pressure on both the Emergency Department and GP 
services. 
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These views were supported by the comments we received. These comments 
fell into a number of themes: 

 

Additional pressure on A&E 

The potential to add pressure onto A&E was a theme throughout the comments: 

“I feel that the extra pressure put on the Emergency Department by closing the 
Walk in Centre at Bitterne will compromise the efficiency and level of care that 
can be offered to all patients. “  Female, member of the public 

“Concerned about pressure on A&E by something which may be dealt with quite 
simply and quickly in the walk in centre.” Female, member of public, SO19 

“A&E are stretched to the limit now; therefore it would create longer waiting 
times at A&E if everyone who needed medical assistant/advice went there.” 
Female, member of public, SO19 

 

Access to GPs 

A recurring theme throughout the feedback, and the one that received the 
majority of comments, was that more needs to be done to improve access to 
GP services. There were a variety of views expressed with many people saying 
that they struggle to obtain an appointment with a GP when they need it: 

“GP's services in the area are struggling and often people have to wait 2-3 
weeks for non-urgent appointments.” Female, member of public, SO19 

“It is very often difficult to get a GP appointment quickly so the drop in centre is 
a great asset.” Female, member of public, SO30 

“Make it easier to actually get a Dr's appointment, to get an appointment within 
the same week of having a problem is near on impossible.” Female, member of 
public, SO19 

 

A number of people also suggested that GP appointments should be available 
in the evenings and weekends: 

“GP surgeries open late and weekends.” Female, NHS staff member, SO18 

“Dedicated GP surgeries open out of hours for minor complaints & walk in 
patients.” Male, member of public, SO19 
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“Most of us now have to wait 3 weeks for a GP appt [appointment] so if worried 
are also likely to go to A& E for reassurance.” Female, member of public, SO19 

 

Alternative services 

A significant number of people commented that, should the walk-in service 
close, they wouldn’t know where else to go.  

“What are the general public supposed to do if there is no Bitterne walk-in 
service? Doctors are unavailable out of hours and people do get sick evenings 
and week-ends.” Female, member of the public, SO19 

There was particular emphasis on the availability of services out of hours with 
many people believing their only option would be to go to A&E: 

“I have used the Walk-In centre several times over the past 5 years and have 
been there with both my daughters at some point as well.  All of these visits 
were outside the time that our GP surgery was open and as a result it is likely 
we would have ended up at A&E for something that was neither an accident nor 
an emergency.” Male, member of the public, SO19 

“I used the centre recently when my 8-yr old daughter cut her finger badly with a 
kitchen knife. Without the centre our only option would have been a long wait in 
A&E at the general.” Male, NHS staff member 

 

Some people had a good knowledge of the alternative services but encouraged 
the CCG to improve promotion of these services: 

“Advertise pharmacies services, I have found these extremely helpful in the 
past.” Female, member of public, SO15 

“Direct people to 111 and educate people on their options. Make sure people 
know what to look for serious issues and make sure people understand what is 
routine and can wait.  Currently too many people go to A&E that could see a 
doctor and likewise for walk in centres.  The 111 service exists for out of hours 
issues.  If it is something routine then they can book themselves to see their 
local GP.  If it is an emergency then they can be directed to A&E.” Male, 
member of public, SO19 
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Personal responsibility 

A number of people commented on the statistics around the minor illnesses with 
which most people attended the walk-in service. They urged us to take action to 
increase people’s awareness of the steps to take with such illnesses: 

“People need to be educated and take more responsibility for themselves and 
their health services and be sensible. It would be nice to have it all but 
appreciate this just isn't possible anymore.” Female, member of public, SO16.  

“People need to be educated about what is an emergency and what is not.” 
Male, member of public, SO19. 

“It is frustrating that people who could self-care turn up and use resources 
unnecessarily.” Female, member of public, SO19. 

 

No impact 

Of the 15% of respondents who agreed that the walk-in service should be 
closed and funding redirected to community based services, many felt that there 
would be little impact if the service were to close: 

“No real impact, just get on with it.” Male, member of public, SO18 

“Do not think that there is much impact.  People need to understand that you 
can't do everything for everyone. You have to prioritise the higher need which is 
not coughs and colds. Have courage to do the right thing for the many in the city 
who are really ill and need lifelong help.” Male, NHS staff member, SO18. 

 

Reduce costs 

Some people suggested that we look again at the finances to see where further 
savings could be made: 

“I would like you to look at running the walk-in more cost effectively.  I can't see 
how it costs £1.4m.” Female, member of public, SO18. 

“Definitely need to look at running costs - Seems very high!” Female, member of 
public, SO18 

 Some also made cost saving suggestions including a reduction in opening 
hours or adding additional services to make it more cost effective: 

“Reduced open hours of the Walk-in centre or only open on alternate evenings.” 
Male, member of public, SO18. 
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“Keep it open but with an increased range of services and opening times.” Male, 
member of public  

“Could the walk in centre offer other services apart from emergency care for 
example, injections for children, day care centre for disabled, mental health 
patients and the elderly, this would generate additional income.  There must be 
other income streams that could be investigated to help offset the cost of 
running the service.” Female, member of the public, SO19 

 

A number of respondents discussed the fact that patients from outside the city 
were not contributing towards the running of the service. They felt that, should 
West Hampshire CCG contribute, it would become more cost effective for 
residents in Southampton: 

“If 34% of patients are attending from Hants GPs, then you should be 
approaching West Hampshire CCG to work with them…..to ask for funding.” 
Female, member of public 

“Consider charging Hampshire for the number of people who access from just 
outside the city boundary.” Female, member of public, SO19 

 

Confusion remains between the walk-in service and the Health Centre 

Confusion remains, however, between the Health Centre as a whole and the 
walk-in service with a number of people concerned that they will lose other 
valued services. 

“the podiatry service attends there of occasion and one must wonder where that 
would be held should the centre close. The centre is also home to a variety of 
other also medical services, all of which would have to be found homes 
elsewhere.” Male, member of the public, SO19. 

“Have to go there for my hearing and batteries.  If it closes, it means I have to 
go to the hospital in town.” Female, member of the public, SO18. 

 

Facilities on the east of the city 

A number of people felt there was a distinct geographical inequality between the 
services available for those in the east versus those in the central and west 
areas of Southampton: 

“The East side of Southampton is quite poorly served with facilities in many 
areas especially health services.” Female, member of public, SO19 
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“Eastern side of Southampton very poorly served.” Female, member of public, 
SO18 

 

Transport was mentioned frequently with people commenting on the lack of bus 
services: 

“Poor and irregular bus services are a problem on the east side of 
Southampton.” Female, member of public, SO18 

 

Some even worried that people’s lack of access to transport may lead them to 
not seek medical attention and thus become more unwell: 

“The area has a high percentage of disadvantaged families who may not have 
transport or the means to travel to other walk in / emergency sites. This may 
lead to them not seeking treatment appropriately making their condition worse, 
or calling 999 putting extra strain on the ambulance service.” Female, NHS staff 
member, SO19 

In addition, people were concerned about how the elderly and young children 
would access care should the service close.   

“It can be very difficult for elderly/infirm people to access facilities which are 
some distance from their homes so it is important that more local services are 
available to them.” Female, member of the public 

“In emergencies especially the older people and families with children, it is quite 
a trek to get to hospitals.” Female member of public, SO19 
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Demographics 

Respondents were asked to provide some information about themselves: 

Partial postcode Total 
82BN1 1 
BH24 1 
DE21 1 
PO15 1 
SO13 1 
SO14 25 
SO15 46 
SO16 47 
SO17 17 
SO18 423 
SO19 519 
SO21 1 
SO22 2 
SO30 31 
SO31 13 
SO40 4 
SO45 2 
SO50 10 
SO51 3 
SO52 1 
SO53 3 
SO58 1 
SP52 1 
No postcode given 463 
Grand Total 1617 

 

Overall 58% of responses came from the east of the city with 13% coming from 
other areas and 29% of people choosing not to provide a postcode. 

Gender 

Are you?   Total 
Female 901 
Male 617 
No response 99 
Grand Total 1617 

 

 

 
                                                           
1 We are aware that this is not a UK partial postcode but have included it for completeness as it was entered 
as a response to this question 
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Age 

What is your age? Total 
Under 20 10 
20-29 66 
30-39 152 
40-49 190 
50-59 242 
60-69 348 
70-79 379 
80-89 165 
90 15 
Prefer not to answer 5 
No response given 45 
Grand Total 1617 

 

Are you? Total 
A general member of the public 1449 
NHS staff member 117 
Representing an organisation 25 
No response 26 
Grand Total 1617 

 

What is your ethnicity? (Please select all that apply) Total 
Asian / Asian British: Bangladeshi 1 
Asian / Asian British: Chinese 2 
Asian / Asian British: Indian 7 
Asian / Asian British: Other 1 
Asian / Asian British: Pakistani 1 
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British: African 21 
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British: Caribbean 3 
Black / African / Caribbean / Black British: Other 1 
Mixed / multiple ethnic groups:  Other 7 
Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Asian 3 
Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black African 5 
Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black Caribbean 4 
Other ethnic group (includes Gipsy, Traveller and Refugee) 6 
Prefer not to answer 42 
White: English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British 1435 
White: Irish 9 
White: Other 28 
No response given 41 
Grand Total 1617 
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4.3 The views of those who participated in meetings, public events, focus 
groups 

All views and comments from the meetings, focus groups and public events 
were recorded and can be found at Appendix 7. 

The key themes identified were: 

• Lack of awareness of alternative services  

• Access to GPs and lack of awareness of GP extended hours 

• Transport and parking costs 

 

Lack of awareness of GP extended hours and access to GPs 

The feedback reflected the frustration of some people at not being able to get 
GP appointments when they wanted them.  Many were unaware that GPs were 
offering extended hours and Saturday morning appointments, particularly in the 
east of the city.  Many people were also not aware that patients could have 
telephone consultations – those who had used this service commented that it 
was excellent.  People also questioned why reception staff did not make it clear 
to patients that they could see any GP not just the GP they were registered 
with, book appointments online or have a telephone consultation. 

 

Lack of awareness of the other services available when people become 
unwell 

A lack of knowledge about the other urgent care services available was clear.  
Many people did not know about NHS 111 or the range of advice and support 
available from that service or that the phone line was free to call. Some people 
were not aware that there was an out of hours service or that pharmacies 
offered services like the minor ailments scheme and extended opening hours.  
This lack of awareness of the range of services in addition to some poor 
experiences of NHS 111 meant that for some people, the level of confidence in 
these services was low. 

 

Transport and parking costs 

Transport was a key issue for people with many feeling that people on the east 
side of the city would be disadvantaged if the walk-in service were to close. 
People were concerned about the cuts to local bus services and the parking 
costs at the Royal South Hants (RSH) and Southampton General Hospitals.   
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One person suggested that if the walk-in service had to close people would be 
less upset if they could have free evening parking at the RSH. 

People living on the east of the city also expressed concern about walking in the 
RSH area at night. 

 

Other Issues 

Other issues raised included: 

• surprise at the cost of running the services and concern about waste 

• concerns about adult social care, respite care, the independent living 
allowance, domiciliary care, dementia care, mental health services and 
continuing healthcare 

• concern about patients who were not registered with a GP. 

 
Those against the proposal 

“You can’t give that side of the city a service for 12 years then take it away – I 
think you should reduce the opening times or the amount of staff there, but not 
shut it down.” 

“More people will go to A&E if Bitterne walk-in service closes because there are 
more buses going to Southampton General than to Bitterne or the RSH.” 

“There are no other NHS services on the east of the city except the walk-in 
service”. 

“It would be difficult for a mum with small children and older children at school to 
get to the MIU on buses” 

“I understand the money from the walk-in service could be put into more 
community-based health care but I don’t think the sort of people who use the 
walk-in service are the same ones who need care in their homes” 

Support for the proposal 

“We all know that money is short – if the NHS has to change then we have to be 
understanding and have faith that the doctors know what they are doing – we 
have to think how we can look after everyone.” 

“It doesn’t matter to me whether Bitterne walk-in service closes or not because 
there has never been a service for adult mental health needs and this is what is 
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needed during the times of day and night when services which normal run 
‘office hours’ are shut.” 

“The trouble is people have become soft.  They’ve been spoiled by years of free 
care and now they don’t know, or just don’t think about how to look after 
themselves.” 

 “With all the other services in place there shouldn’t be a problem if the walk-in 
service was no longer there.” 

 

4.4 Feedback from an independent focus group 

On the 17 July 2015, Consult and Challenge ran an independent focus group as 
part of the CCG’s consultation.  The purpose of this focus group was to give 
residents of Southampton the opportunity to engage in a balanced discussion 
about the proposal, and to offer their own opinion on it.  Ten residents from 
across the city took part. 

The main themes from the feedback and questions were: 

• if all other choices were both available and known about then this would 
make people more comfortable with the proposal. 

• concern that there may be a negative impact on the surgeries in east 
Southampton 

• make the consultation young people and family friendly 

• transport 

• what considerations would be made to service users outside of 
Southampton. 

Conclusion of the focus group 

The walk-in service is seen as a service that is valued by local people, but that it 
is not seen as cost effective.  Participants saw the value of the money being 
invested in other services, but only if the CCG could guarantee the promotion 
and provision of all the services they claim are duplicated by the walk-in service. 

A copy of the full report can be found in Appendix 6. 

 

4.5 Feedback from young people 

Our engagement with young people took the form of interactive sessions to 
gauge their knowledge of local services.  The graphs below illustrate similarities 
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with previous feedback in that there is general lack of awareness of pharmacies 
and NHS 111. 

When asked how they would invest £1.2 million pounds, their priority was frail 
elderly care with the walk-in service in sixth place. 
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4.6  Feedback received via telephone calls 

18 telephone calls were received in support of keeping the walk-in service open 
citing difficulty in getting a GP appointment and transport as their main 
concerns. 

One person was keen to discuss ideas for further use of the building to support 
people who were caring for people with dementia. 

 

4.7  Feedback from public meetings 

172 people attended three public meetings, with some people attending all 
three. Two meetings were hosted by Southampton City CCG and one by West 
Hampshire CCG. 
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The Southampton CCG public meetings were chaired independently and 
commenced with the CCG presenting the proposal and case for change.  
Consultation documents and supplementary information were also available.  
There then followed a question and answer session. All the questions and 
answers were recorded and formed the basis of our frequently asked questions 
document which developed throughout the consultation.  Reports from all the 
public meetings along with the frequently asked questions document can be 
found in Appendix 8. 

Main concerns included: 

• issues with the bus services in the city 

• access to GP appointments 

• an east-west divide in the city 

• people are not confident in the alternative provisions in place 

• the costs of running the service appear high 

 

4.8 Feedback from emails and letters from the public 

A total of 34 emails and letters were received from the public.  It was clear from 
the correspondence that the service is highly valued by people living in the east 
of the city and some people shared positive experiences they had received from 
the service. The majority of these correspondents were opposed to the closure 
of the walk-in service. 

The emerging themes were reflective of the feedback from the meetings, focus 
groups etc.:  

• access to GP appointments 

• concern about the closure increasing pressure on A&E and the general 
hospital 

• transport 

• lack of services on the east. 

Three correspondents asked: 

Could we delay closure until GP services are sufficiently upgraded to take on 
multiple roles? 

Could closure be delayed until GP open access is improved? 
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Could we look at other areas of our budget rather than squeezing frontline 
nursing services? 

Those against the proposal said: 

“I do not agree that the Bitterne walk-in centre should close, it will put more 
pressure on the General Hospital.” 

“I strongly object to the proposed closure of the Bitterne walk-in centre as I have 
used it a few times and if I had not it would surely have cost the NHS a lot of 
money by me going to hospital.” 

“I would like to state that I disagree entirely with the above proposal.  I am an 
Octogenarian living alone in Bitterne and find reassurance in the Bitterne walk-in 
centre.” 

Comments of support  

“The walk-in service is unaffordable in the current financial climate” 

“If closing the walk-in service can fund and care for some specific intervention, 
then yes it is a good idea” 

“It makes so much more sense to focus the effort rather than duplicate it and I 
firmly believe that the WIS is unnecessary duplication; drawing funding away 
from essential and over stretched primary care provision” 

All letters and email content are detailed in Appendix 9. 

 

5 Listening to you 

We would like to thank everyone who gave us their views and shared their 
experiences of health services with us.  Many people, particularly those who took 
part in our focus groups and meetings, have commented that they felt “listened to” 
and welcomed the opportunity to discuss their concerns. 

“Carers in Southampton were pleased to welcome Dr. Sue  
Robinson, Clinical Chair of Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group 
and Southampton GP; Peter Horne, SCCCG’s Director of System Delivery and 
Jill Ghanouni, Engagement Officer NHS SCCCG and SCC Public Health, to Cake 
for Carers, Eastern European Carers Afternoon Tea and the Medwall Court 
Memory Café to listen to the thoughts of carers and explain the consultation in 
detail. All the groups gave fantastic feedback which will be added to the 
consultation and inform the CCG’s decision on the future of the Walk in Centre.  
We would like to thank all the carers who took part for their contributions and 
the representatives of the CCG for recognising the importance of the views of 
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the “Silent Army” of carers in our city and giving them the opportunity to have 
their say. “ 
 
We are committed to addressing the concerns which have been highlighted to us 
during the consultation and below are some of our responses to the main themes. 
 

Transport 

We understand that concern about transport is a key issue for people living on the 
east of the city.  In August we conducted a transport survey with 48 patients visiting 
the walk-in service.  The survey was undertaken during two evening sessions and a 
Saturday morning.   

How patients travelled to BWIS (n=48)

1 ambulance

38 car (79% 
drove)

3 l ift

3 taxi

3 walked

 

 

Post code area Number of people Percentage 
Southampton east 25 52% 
Southampton west 5 10% 
Southampton central 1 2% 
West Hampshire 14 29% 
Fareham and Gosport 1 2% 
Out of area visitor 2 4% 
Total 48  

 



30 

 

Although our survey showed that the majority of patients travelled to the walk-in 
service by car we know that people are concerned about the limitations of the local 
bus services. We met therefore with a representative from Southampton City 
Council’s transport department to discuss the options for improving access to the 
Royal South Hants Hospital. This discussion was highly productive and provided an 
insight into the workings of the bus system. 

In addition to this we are in discussion with local voluntary organisation 
Communicare. We are investigating what support they could offer in providing 
transport to the Royal South Hants Hospital. 

We will report the outcome of both these investigations once completed. 

 

Lack of services on the east side of the city 

The map in Appendix 10 shows the spread of the GP practices, branch surgeries 
and pharmacies across Southampton. Whilst there have been a number of practice 
mergers on the east of the city, the number of buildings still providing healthcare 
services has remained stable at 16. There are also 17 pharmacies in the east of the 
city, including one 100 hour pharmacy and three Healthy Living Pharmacies.  

In comparison, the west locality has 12 GP practices (including branch surgeries) 
and 12 pharmacies and the central locality has 15 GP practices (including branch 
surgeries) and 16 pharmacies. This shows that there is a relatively equal spread of 
GP practices and pharmacies in all localities in the city. See Appendix 10 for the 
detailed map of services. 

 

Lack of awareness of alternative services 

It has become apparent throughout the feedback that more work needs to be done 
to improve awareness of the services available to people when they become unwell. 
Whilst work is ongoing in this arena, it is clear that efforts need to be improved, 
irrespective of the consultation decision. We are therefore developing a 
comprehensive communications plan to enhance the awareness of the available 
options and increase people’s trust and confidence in the support they provide.  

 

Access to GP services 

A number of issues have been highlighted about primary care services.  Not only do 
people feel that it is difficult to get an appointment to see a GP but there is also a 
lack of knowledge about options available. For example we noticed limited 
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knowledge of telephone consultations, the online appointment booking system or 
appointments with a nurse practitioner. 

The CCG will work with primary care colleagues to address these issues. Plans will 
include: 

• ensuring GP practices communicate extended opening hours to their patients 

• training for reception staff so that patients are fully informed about the 
options available to them 

• greater collaboration with other healthcare professionals for example 
pharmacists 

• education for patients about which services to use, registering with a GP and 
not missing appointments 

• a new strategy for the future of primary care which is currently in 
development with the feedback from the consultation being used to inform 
the strategy. 
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About this document
This consultation document has been produced 
by NHS Southampton City Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) in consultation with a number of 
key partners and stakeholders.

We would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to this document including 
Healthwatch Southampton, Solent NHS Trust, GPs 
and service users.

In response to feedback we have produced this 
document in a concise format for ease of reading.  
More detailed information and reports are 
available to support this document on our website 
www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/consultations 

Glossary or unfamiliar words:  Words used in this 
document which have special meaning or may be 
unfamiliar are defined in the glossary in Appendix B.

Dr. Sue Robinson, Clinical Chair                                      John Richards, Chief Officer

Foreword
NHS Southampton City CCG is responsible for 
making sure that local people get the health 
services they need.  We are allocated a budget 
to achieve this and must use it to plan and buy 
services.

We have recently been looking at care provided in 
the community to ensure we have got the balance 
of services right. What has become clear is that 
we need to prioritise developing and maintaining 
health services for the increasing number of 
people with long term health problems, many of 

whom need complex care provided by nurses in 
the community or at home. We can only spend 
our money once so to address this challenge we 
need to look carefully at all of our services.

For these reasons, we are seeking your views 
on our proposal to close the walk-in  service at 
Bitterne Health Centre to enable us to spend 
our limited resources where they will have the 
greatest health impact.  Please take a look at the 
information in this document and send us your 
thoughts. We look forward to hearing your views.
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The case for change
The biggest challenge currently facing the NHS in Southampton is how we support 
the growing number of our residents who are living with long term conditions such 
as diabetes, heart disease or dementia, for which they often need lifelong support to 
manage their daily lives. 

One of the main services available to support 
people with such long term health issues is 
community based nursing. This service supports 
people within the community so they can live 
independently at home for as long as possible. 
The nurses care for people helping to reduce the 
need for them to go in and out of hospital, and 
helping them to make the very best of their lives 
even when recovery is not an expected outcome. 
Over the last ten years we have seen increasing 
demand for community based nursing with 
around a third of the city’s population now having 
a long term condition, over half of whom have 
multiple conditions.

In June 2014 the Care Quality Commission, the 
independent regulator of health and adult social 
care in England, reviewed the community based 
nursing provision in Southampton and advised 
NHS Southampton City CCG that the service was 
in need of improvement. Following a period of 
intense scrutiny in conjunction with Solent NHS 
Trust, the arm of the NHS that runs community 
based nursing in the city, it was decided that the 
service needed additional funding in order to be able 
to meet the increased demands placed upon it. 

It is crucial that the CCG adapts services to ensure 
we meet the current and future needs of our 
population giving priority to services which have 
the biggest health gain. The CCG therefore needs 
to source funds to ensure high quality community 
based nursing is provided now and in the future, 
and to do so we must reallocate funds from less 
cost effective services.

In order to understand the options available 
the CCG reviewed the health services currently 
provided throughout the city. Over the last two 
years we have invested substantial resources 

in providing services to support people with 
urgent and emergency health issues. We have 
commissioned new and alternative services for 
everyone in Southampton who needs something 
“right now” whether that be for cough and cold 
remedies right through to emergencies such as 
heart attacks. We have: 

l reshaped urgent care services by 
implementing NHS 111 as the number to 
call when an urgent (but not emergency) 
situation arises

l re-commissioned GP out of hours services to 
include a primary care centre as well as home 
visits

l commissioned a minor injuries unit at the 
Royal South Hants Hospital with x-ray facilities 
for adults and children over the age of two

l worked with pharmacies to offer more access 
for drop-in advice and support

l supported ambulance crews to treat more 
people where they find them

l supported our GP practices to offer more 
flexible access with all practices in east 
Southampton now offer evening and 
weekend appointments and this is likely to 
extend even further with the new Prime 
Minister’s Challenge Fund

l provided better information services so people 
can quickly understand signs and symptoms 
and know when and where to seek help. 
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Evidence suggests that increasing numbers 
of people are now using these services, and 
as a result, the Emergency Department at 
Southampton General Hospital has seen a 
reduction in attendances. 

Upon reviewing provision for urgent and 
emergency services however, it has become clear 
that the nurse-led walk-in service in Bitterne, run 
by Solent NHS Trust, is not providing cost effective 
care and duplicates other services available for 
local residents. It is situated next to GP practices 

which are extending their opening times and 
offering nurse-led appointments and opposite 
a pharmacy with other pharmacies close by. 
Furthermore, the service operates at the same 
time as both the out of hours GP service and 
the NHS 111 telephone advice service which is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

In view of this situation we strongly believe that 
resources should be allocated more appropriately, 
to increase and improve care for people suffering 
from long term debilitating conditions.
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Our proposal for future services
Our proposal is about making sure we get the balance right and spend our  
resources wisely.

Our proposal is to close the Bitterne walk-in 
service and to re-distribute the current funding to 
community nursing and community-based care. 
Bitterne Health Centre will remain unaffected 
by this proposal and will continue operating as 
normal. There will be no compulsory redundancies 
and Solent NHS Trust will look to redeploy 
staff within Solent services under normal HR 
procedures.

This proposal is about changing the way we spend 
money. 

Significantly more can be achieved by increasing 
resources in community services. The consequence 
of carrying on as we are will mean high priority 
services such as community-based care will be at 
risk as we won’t have the funds to sustain them 
to an appropriate level. This could result in more 
limited services for people with complex needs.

We are therefore consulting on two options:

Option 1 – our preferred option
To close the walk-in service at Bitterne and 
re-distribute the current funding to community 
nursing and community based care.

Option 2
To keep the Bitterne walk-in service open 
at the risk of high priority services such as 
community based care.

We are also seeking views on any impacts we 
need to be aware of along with any alternative 
suggestions. 

You can give us your views on our proposal by 
using the feedback form in Appendix A.
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The current walk-in service
The walk-in service, based in Bitterne Health Centre, was set up over a decade ago in 
2003 with two aims - to take pressure off urgent care services (particularly the city’s 
Emergency Department) and to improve access to primary care.  The service offers 
healthcare advice, information and certain types of treatment from specially trained 
nurses all year round with no appointment necessary.

The service is open from 6.30pm to 9.30pm on 
weekday evenings and from 8.30am to 9.30pm 
on weekends and bank holidays.

Who uses the walk-in service and when?

Today, the walk-in service operates mainly as 
a treatment option for minor conditions. On 
average, around 1600 people currently use the 
service each month.  People attending fall mainly 
into the 0-4 or 15-44 age brackets. 

The times throughout the week when people 
attend the walk in service are shown opposite 
with most attendances occurring when the service 
first opens (before 12pm at weekends or 6.30-
7.30pm on weekdays).
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Where are the patients from?

64% of attendances are patients registered with 
a Southampton GP (34% are registered with 
Hampshire GPs, 2% have no registered GP). Of 
those with a Southampton GP, 83% are registered 
with a doctor in the east of the city, where the 
Bitterne walk-in service is located.

What are people treated for?

Virtually all people who go to the walk-in service 
go for what we call primary health care i.e. 
non-urgent health concerns that do not require 
specialist or urgent treatment. The majority of 

people attend with minor conditions which could 
be dealt with by a pharmacist, NHS 111 or self-
care (treatment at home).

l The most common conditions seen at the 
service are cough and sore throat

l Almost a quarter of patients (24%) require no 
treatment at all

l 8% require basic medication (e.g. 
paracetamol pain relief) 

l 68% of people visiting the walk-in service are 
advised to consult their GP either directly after 
their visit or later if they don’t feel better. 

*ED – the Emergency Department, also known as A&E
*MIU – the Minor Injuries Unit (located at the Royal South Hants Hospital)
*OOH – Out of hours GP service
*C&SH – Contraception and sexual health services
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What our review of the walk-in 
service told us
In Spring 2014, we carried out a review to see who was using the walk-in service and why1. 
This showed the top two presenting conditions as cough and sore throat and highlighted  
the impact of the significant changes in the range of other services now available. 

The review also demonstrated the walk-in service 
no longer provides value for money. The current 
cost of the walk-in service is £1.289m with each 
attendance costing approximately £67 per patient. 
This is significantly more than a GP appointment 
or the alternative urgent care services and is 
about the same cost as attending the Emergency 
Department (see table below):

Service Approx cost

Emergency Department (ED) £77

Walk-in service (WIS) £67

Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) £57

Out of hours (OOH) appointment £44

GP appointment £32

Pharmacy £18

NHS 111 £8

At the same time, feedback also shows that many 
people are not using either the walk-in service 
or a GP surgery, but actually both and for the 
same condition.  We are therefore duplicating 
more cost-effective services and this extra cost 
is hampering our ability to further improve 
community-nursing, now and in the future.

1Much of the data shown on pages 4-6 came from the CCG’s Bitterne Walk-in Service Review, 2014

Service Approx cost Equivalent of 1 walk-in service (WIS) attendance 

Dementia assessment £291 4 WIS attendances = 1 assessment

Diabetes check up £134 2 WIS attendances = 1 consultant led check up

Asthma nurse appointment £67 1 WIS attendance = 1 asthma nurse appointment

District nurse home visit £45 2 WIS attendances = 3 district nurse home visits

Health visitor appointment £45 2 WIS attendances = 3 health visitor appointments

Blood test £0.61 1 WIS attendance = 110 blood tests

Below are some examples of how the money currently spent on the walk-in service could be redeployed 
through community based services:
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What you told us
During the last few months we have undertaken a number of engagement activities, 
asking people to give their views on local health services, what is important to them 
and how and where to prioritise services.  

Survey results

Our health service survey asked local people what 
health services were important to them and what 
their experiences and knowledge of local services 
were.

Overall 610 people completed the survey. Some of 
the key findings were:  

Which health services are most important to 
you?

Seeing my GP quickly when needed 68.8%

Good services at the hospital 54.1%

Support to stay independent 52.5%

Walk-in service 37.4%

Do you support the view that it is better 
for people and their families for care to be 
provided in the home where possible?

98% of respondents supported this view.

Market stalls at Bitterne Leisure Centre 
and Central Library

Which of the following services are most 
important to you?

Seeing my GP quickly when needed 97

Good hospital services 66

Shorter waiting times at A&E 63

Improved care for people with LTCs* 52

Walk-in services 50

Minor Injuries Unit 40

Pharmacies 19

Support to be cared for in own home 13

*LTC – Long term condition

An engagement summary report and table 
of activity can be found in the supporting 
consultation information on our website.

The key themes to emerge

A number of themes have emerged from our 
engagement activity and the key ones in relation 
to the walk-in service were:

Difficulty getting a GP appointment - 
people have told us that they use the walk-in 
service because they don’t want to wait for an 
appointment with their GP. Southampton Primary 
Care Limited, a federation of 29 GP practices 
in the city, has been allocated £3m of Prime 
Minister’s Challenge Fund money to establish a 
pilot to extend and improve access to GP practice 
care in the city. This project is in the very early 
planning stages but aims to further improve 
access to GP services and thus better meet the 
needs of all patients. 

All GP practices in the east of the city offer 
extended hours – all have Saturday morning 
appointments and 8 out of 10 offer extended 
Monday evening surgery.

Don’t know where else to go - a number of 
people said they don’t know where else to go 
if they need medical help.  We are taking steps 
to address this and to ensure awareness of 
the alternatives, for example we launched our 
Think First campaign in December 2014. The 
campaign highlighted the full range of urgent 
and self-care options available across the city 
and included a door-drop of booklets to every 
home in Southampton as well as city-wide health 
roadshows. It is our intention to continue with 
education and awareness campaigns.
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Our work has proved to be successful and we 
have seen an increase in the use of the Minor 
Injuries Unit and NHS 111 service throughout 
Southampton, Hampshire and Portsmouth.
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What our clinicians told us
Our Clinical Executive Group, which includes city GPs who are on our Governing Body, 
has been discussing the walk-in service regularly during the past year. They have 
discussed all aspects of the service including current usage, interventions offered 
and given their clinical opinion on the merits of the service (balanced against the key 
health priorities for the city). 

Discussions about the service have also taken 
place at the General Assembly, a meeting 
attended by a representative of every GP practice 
across the city. Here, city doctors have been free 
to air their views about the service.

We have also contacted Southampton GPs 
asking for their views on the walk-in service. 

One of the most notable themes coming out 
of this engagement was the number of family 
doctors who felt that the walk-in service had no 
discernible impact on their workload. When we 
asked GPs if they felt that the service reduced 
demand for appointments at their practice,  
82% said no.

What staff told us
During our review we met with the staff employed at the walk-in service to obtain 
their feedback on our proposals.

Staff commented that the service was well liked 
and in their opinion often used by people due to 
a perceived lack of GP appointments. This view 
supports the work that we have been doing with 
GP practices to extend access to primary care 
services across the city with appointments now 
bookable online for all Southampton GP practices.

Staff also commented that more work needed 
to be done to promote the alternatives available 

to the walk-in service. As mentioned earlier, 
the Think First campaign has been addressing 
this concern throughout the last six months. 
Promotional material has been distributed to 
emphasise the key roles pharmacists, the Minor 
Injuries Unit and NHS 111 can play in supporting 
urgent health concerns, with this programme of 
work planned to continue for the foreseeable 
future.
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What would people do if the 
walk-in service closed?
If the walk-in service closed people would have 
access to:

Treatment at home with advice from 
their local pharmacist 

Many people who attend the walk-in service 
don’t need to be treated by a nurse or doctor, 
they could have treated themselves or gone to a 
pharmacy.  Self-care is often the best choice to 
treat minor illnesses and injuries.  A large range of 
common illnesses and injuries such as coughs and 
colds, sore-throats, cuts and grazes and stomach 
upsets, can be treated at home simply with over-
the-counter medicines and plenty of rest. 

We all know that pharmacists dispense medicines 
but many people don’t know that pharmacists 
train for five years and are experts in dealing 
with minor conditions. Local pharmacies offer 
a wide range of health services that you may 
not be aware of including a private consulting 
room, emergency contraception and advice 
and treatment for a wide range of minor 
ailments. There are currently four pharmacies 
in Southampton that are open 100 hours a 
week, two in the city centre, one at the Adelaide 
Centre in Millbrook, and one in Bitterne (Bitterne 
Pharmacy, West End Road, open 7am to 10.30pm 
Monday to Saturday and 10am to 5pm on 
Sunday).  Each has a qualified pharmacist on hand 
to advise on minor illness, medication queries and 
other medical problems.  

In addition to this standard service offered by all 
pharmacies, many now offer the ‘Pharmacy First 
Minor Ailments Service’ for cough, cold, sore 
throat, earache, diarrhoea and children with a 
fever. Patients eligible for free prescriptions can 
access this service and receive a consultation and 
any medication required, avoiding waiting for a 
GP appointment.

Four pharmacies offer a minor ailments service in 
the east of the city with more intending to offer 
this service in the future:

l Lloyds, Portsmouth Rd, Woolston

l Day Lewis (by Chessel practice) Sholing

l Sangha, Thornhill Park Rd, Thornhill

l Bitterne Pharmacy, West End Rd, Bitterne.

A GP practice close to where they live 

There are 33 GP practices throughout the city 
with ten in the eastern side. All practices on the 
east side of the city offer extended opening times 
with every practice opening on Saturday morning 
(the walk-in service’s busiest time).   

Calling NHS 111 

NHS 111 is free and available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  Local residents can call 111 
when they need urgent medical help or advice, 
when it isn’t a 999 emergency.  Callers will have 
their symptoms assessed, be given advice and 
directed straightaway to the local service that 
can help them best, whatever the time of day or 
night.  Calls are free from a mobile or landline. 
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    Is this not just about cutting back on 
services and saving money?

No. Our proposal is about changing the way we 
spend money. We have finite resources and can 
only spend our money once so need to ensure 
that all services avoid duplication and address 
local health needs.

The resources allocated to the walk-in service 
would be used to improve services for people with 
long-term conditions – a health issue affecting a 
significant proportion of our city.

 I have heard the NHS is getting a 
further £8bn - can’t you use your share 
of this to keep the walk-in service 
open?

Southampton City CCG is deemed to be over ‘its 
target funding’ which means we will receive a far 
smaller share of any additional funding and may 
not receive any extra money at all. 

 If people are already finding it hard to 
get to see their GP, won’t closing the 
walk-in service make this even harder 
as they will be even busier?

We know that many people using the walk-in 
service are still using their GP surgery. Much 

work has already taken place to improve access 
to GPs and we are looking at ways of further 
improving this. Extended opening of GP practices 
at weekends, early mornings and early evenings 
are helping improve access.

 What will happen to staff who work in 
the walk-in service? 

The walk-in service is run by Solent NHS Trust who 
also provide community nursing and community-
based care in Southampton. There will be no 
compulsory redundancies and the Trust will look 
to redeploy staff within Solent services under 
normal HR procedures.

 What happens to people who aren’t 
registered with a GP?

It is very important that we get as many people 
to register with a GP as possible, this would 
encourage them to use their GP as their first 
point of contact which is essential if we are to 
help patients better manage their health and 
wellbeing.  However, if someone hasn’t registered, 
they can call NHS 111 service who will respond 
to anyone who needs medical help fast.  Patients 
with a minor injury can attend the Minor Injuries 
Unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital and for minor 
ailments patients can contact their local pharmacy.

Frequently asked questions
Throughout our work on reviewing the service a number of queries have been raised.  
Here we include the most frequently asked questions about the proposed changes.  
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 People living on the east side of the 
city have complained of difficulty in 
accessing public transport services 
to get to the Minor Injuries Unit and 
General Hospital . What should they do 
if the walk-in service closes?

We recognise the concerns over transport. 
However, many of the alternative service options 
do not need any transport at all, for example NHS 
111 is a telephone service that can be reached 
from anywhere in the city, there is an extended 
hours pharmacy in Bitterne town centre and all 
GP practices in the area offer extended hours 
services.  (Details of practice opening times can 
be found in the supporting information on our 
website). 

 Will any of the other services in 
Bitterne Health Centre be affected?

No, all other services in the health centre will 
remain open as usual.
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Having your say
We want to know what you think and we are keen to hear from as many people as 
possible. We are making this document available in different formats and languages 
and will continue to engage with community and voluntary groups to try and involve 
people whose views are not always heard.

We are also aware that some of the users of the 
walk-in service live outside the city and we advise 
these people to contact their local CCG (West 
Hampshire or Fareham and Gosport) in order to 
share their views. Details of their contact details 
can be found in the supporting documents 
available on our website.

There a number of other ways you can find out 
more and tell us what you think:

Public meetings and events

You can come and speak to us at public 
engagement events on:

l  Thursday 9 July 2015,  
6.30pm – 8.00pm

 Christ the King  
St Coleman’s Catholic Church Hall,  
Bitterne Road East,  
Bitterne,  
Southampton,  
SO18 5EG

l  Tuesday 28 July 2015,  
6.30pm – 8.00pm

 Central Hall, St Mary’s,  
Southampton,  
SO14 1NF

We also plan to have two further public drop-in 
events where you can come along, ask questions, 
share your opinions and find out more. In 
addition, we will have a local health stand at 
various events across the city during the period 
of consultation e.g. the annual Mela Festival. 
Our website will be updated regularly with dates, 
times and venues.

If you would like an individual meeting, or  
run a community group and would like us  
to attend and talk about our plans, please  
contact us on 02380 296038 or 
communications@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk.

Feedback form

Please use the feedback form at the end of this 
document (Appendix A) to tell us about your 
views and give your comments. Alternatively you 
can complete the survey online, write, email or 
telephone:

Address:
NHS Southampton City CCG
NHS Commissioning HQ
Oakley Road
Millbrook
Southampton
SO16 4GX

Email: 
communications@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk

Telephone: 
02380 296038

Online

During the consultation more information  
will be made available on our website  
www.southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk/consultations. 

Deadline for feedback

The public consultation is running for 12 weeks 
from 15 June 2015 and the deadline for feedback 
is 4 September 2015.
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What happens next?
It is important that this consultation process is transparent and that the NHS is 
accountable for the decisions it makes.

What happens to the responses?

During the consultation all the feedback and 
responses, along with notes of the public 
meetings, will be collated and analysed.  

At the end of the consultation, a report will be 
produced by Southampton City CCG identifying 
the themes and issues raised.  The report will be 
presented to the Governing Body of the CCG to 
inform their decision on how to proceed.

The decision making process

The final decision will be made by Southampton 
City CCG Governing Body once they have had 
time to consider the consultation feedback and 
responses.

The role of the Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Panel

The way we have developed our proposals and 
the way we have reached a decision about 
them is being overseen by Southampton Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Panel (HOSP) made up of 
local councillors. We will present our findings to 
them after the consultation has closed.

The role of Healthwatch

Healthwatch Southampton is a local statutory 
body with responsibility for ensuring the voice 
of service users and the public is heard.  They 
cover the same area as the local authority and are 
responsible for finding out what people think, 
making recommendations to the people who 
plan and run services and referring issues to HOSP 
where they feel it is necessary. In this particular 
situation they will actively work to promote the 
consultation in order ensure as many people’s 
views are heard as possible and upon conclusion 
will verify whether the process was fair. 



Appendix A

Feedback form
Our preferred option is option 1- to close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute 
the current funding to community nursing and community-based care. With which 
option do you agree/disagree?

Option 1 - To close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute the current funding to community 
nursing and community-based care. 

 
Agree 

 
Disagree 

 
Don’t know

Option 2 - To keep the Bitterne walk-in service open at the risk of high priority services such as 
community-based care.

 
Agree 

 
Disagree 

 
Don’t know

We are also seeking views on impacts we need to be aware of and alternative suggestions.  If the 
decision was to move forward with option 1 what are your main concerns?

 
I think that more people would go to the Emergency Department

 
I feel it would create more demand for GPs

 
I wouldn’t know where else to go

 
Other – please explain below:

Please tell us about any other options or ideas you would like us to think about: 



About you 

We want to make sure that everyone has had a chance to share their views. To make 
sure this consultation reaches a wide range of people, it would be helpful if you could 
provide us with a few confidential details about yourself to help us see who has 
responded.

Are you?

 A general member of the public

 

 NHS staff member

 Representing an organisation – please state:  ..................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Please tell us your postcode (first four digits only):  .................................................................................

Are you?    Male   Female

What is your age?   Under 20  20-29   30-39 

  40-49 
 
  50-59   60-69

  70-79    80-89    90+

What is your ethnic group?

White:    British    Irish    

Mixed:           White and Asian 

  Any other mixed background

Asian or Asian British:   Asian Indian   Asian Pakistani  

  Asian Bangladeshi   Any other Asian background

Black or Black British: 
 
  Black African  Black Caribbean  

Other ethnic groups:     Chinese    Other ethnic group    Rather not say

l  Thank you for taking the time to give us your feedback. Please return your form free of charge to:

 Freepost   RRYC-AUHZ-EHKE, Southampton City CCG, NHS Commissioning HQ, Oakley Road, 
Southampton, SO16 4GX - FAO Communications Team

 The deadline for responses is 5pm on Friday 4 September 2015

White and black 
Caribbean

White and  
black African

Any other white 
background

Any other  
Black background



Appendix B

Glossary
Here you can find an explanation of some of the terms used in this and related documents. 
If there are any terms we have used that are not listed here for which you would like a 
definition please contact us at communications@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk.

Care Quality Commission (CQC) – the 
independent regulator of health and adult social 
care in England. They make sure health and social 
care services provide people with safe, effective, 
compassionate, high quality care and encourage 
them to improve.

Clinical Commissioning Group or CCG – the 
organisation made up of GPs which is responsible 
for identifying and securing most of the NHS 
health services for a particular area. CCGs are 
responsible for deciding what services their 
local residents need from the NHS and buy 
these services with public money from the most 
appropriate providers. Southampton City CCG 
consists of 33 GP practices and is responsible 
for commissioning services for the whole of 
Southampton. 

Clinician – someone who provides healthcare and 
treatment to patients, such as a doctor, nurse, 
psychiatrist or psychologist.

Commissioning – identifying the health needs of 
local people and planning and purchasing health 
services which respond to these needs. 

Community services / community-based care 
– health services delivered in the community in 
people’s homes or care homes.

Emergency department (also known as A&E) 
– hospital-based service available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week for medical and surgical 
emergencies that are likely to need admission to 
hospital. This includes severe pneumonia, heart 
attack, stroke, complicated fractures that need 
surgery, and other life-threatening illnesses.

GP – stands for General Practitioner, the doctor 
based in your local community.

Governing Body – the decision-making 
group representing the GP membership of 
Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group. 
Our Governing Body is made up of a Clinical 
Chairperson, an accountable Chief Officer, an  
accountable Chief Finance Officer, two Lay Members, 
a Nurse Lead and a Secondary Care Lead.

Healthwatch – provides information to service 
users, carers and the public about local health 
and care services and how to find their way 
around the system. It represents the views and 
experiences of service users, carers and the public 
on health and wellbeing boards (see below). 

Health and wellbeing board – brings together 
the local NHS, public health, adult social care 
and children services to plan how best to meet 
the needs of local people, and tackle health 
inequalities. They are hosted by the local authority 
and members include elected councillors and 
Healthwatch (see definition above).

Health Overview and Scrutiny Panel (HOSP) 
– a Southampton City Council committee made 
up of local councillors who are responsible 
for monitoring, and if necessary challenging, 
health plans. They decide whether consultation 
is needed, depending on the scale of proposed 
change, and they also agree some other aspects 
of consultation, such as the length of the 
consultation period.

Locality (eg east locality) – a geographically 
defined group of GP practices within the 
Southampton City CCG area. There are three 
localities in Southampton which are: east, west 
and central.

Long term conditions – an ongoing medical 
condition that cannot be cured, but can be 
managed by treatment such as medication and 
other therapies. Examples include diabetes, heart 
disease and dementia.



Minor injuries unit – a service offering 
treatment, advice and information for a range 
of minor injuries. Patients do not need to make 
an appointment and can just turn up during 
opening hours which are: Monday-Friday 7.30am-
10pm, weekends and bank holidays 8am-10pm 
(last patient accepted at 9.30pm). For further 
information on the range of services offered 
please see www.royalsouthhantsmiu.nhs.uk 

Outcomes – the result or visible effect of an 
event, intervention or process; any change 
in a person’s state of health after a period of 
treatment, ideally improvement in symptoms or 
resolution of a problem.

Primary care – services which are the main or 
first point of contact for the patient, usually GPs 
and pharmacies.

Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund – a national 
fund to help improve access to general practice 
and stimulate new ways of providing primary care 
services.

Secondary care – hospital or specialist care that a 
patient is referred to by their GP or other primary 
care provider.

Stakeholder – anyone with an interest in what 
we do. Stakeholders are individuals, groups or 
organisations that are affected by the activity of 
the business.

Urgent care – care delivered outside of a hospital 
emergency department for example in a minor 
injuries unit without a scheduled appointment.

24/7 – a service that is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, all year round.
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Appendix 2 - Distribution of consultation documents 
 

Task/activity Stakeholders Distribution 
method Reach 

Launch consultation online as per 
communications plan Public Online 5,503 hits on 

consultation page 

Send consultation materials to 
membership database 

Public, 
representatives  
from 
local/interested 
organisations 

Email and post 1,068 people 

Send consultation materials to all 
stakeholders 

Councillors, NHS 
Trusts, local 
organisations, 
MPs, provider 
organisations 

Email  

3 MPs 

25 councillors 

3 provider 
organisations 

142 voluntary 
group reps 

Consultation materials sent to all GP 
practices and pharmacies in 
Southampton 

GPs, practice 
staff and 
pharmacists.  

Email and post 
32 surgeries 

45 pharmacies 

Consultation posters sent to 
churches  

Church leaders Post 8 churches 

South Central Ambulance Service 
newsletter 

Public Email 3,000 people 

Solent NHS Trust membership Public Email 1,300 people 

Local schools  Public - local 
families Email 29 schools in east 

Southampton 

Healthwatch website and 
membership Public Email and website 

540 members 

2000 hits per 
month on website 

Carers in Southampton newsletter 
and website Carers Website and email 359 people 



NHS Fareham and Gosport CCG 
website, newsletter and Globe 
newspaper 

Public in 
Fareham and 
Gosport area 

Website 
171 hits on 
consultation page 
of website 

NHS West Hampshire CCG 
newsletter, website and Twitter 
account 

Public in West 
Hampshire area Online and email 

63 hits on 
consultation page 
of website 

GP Portal (internal site for GP 
practices in the city) 

GPs and primary 
care staff Online 1,000 people 

Equality and Diversity Reference 
Group 

Local 
representatives 
from nine 
protected 
characteristics 

Email 30 people 

Third Age Centre newsletter 
Public - multi 
ethnic and 
intergenerational 

Newsletter, email, 
Facebook and 
Twitter 

450 people 

101 Unity Radio Public - ethnic 
communities Radio broadcast 70,000 people 

Awaaz community newsletter  Public - ethnic 
communities Eletter 1,000 people 

SOS Polonia Public - Polish 
community Email No statistics 

EU welcome 
Public - Eastern 
European 
community 

Email No statistics 

Over 75’s nursing teams Public - older 
people Email 40 people 

Choices Advocacy Learning 
disabilities 

Consultation 
materials No statistics 

 



Appendix 3 – Consultation engagement activity 

Task/activity Stakeholders Attendees Date 

Newtown Residents Association 
meeting Inner-city residents 17 16.06.15 

Southampton Women’s Forum meeting Female representatives of 
multi-cultural organisations 8 16.06.15 

Consult and Challenge group (focus 
group) 

Physical and learning 
disability service users 29 17.06.15 

Communications and Engagement 
Reference Group 

Service users, voluntary 
organisations 28 17.06.15 

Consult and Challenge - briefing for 
focus group 

Physical and learning 
disability service users 6 17.06.15 

Health event, Central Baptist Church, 
Devonshire Rd Mental health service users 27 24.06.15 

Diabetes Wellness Day Event, Grand 
Harbour Hotel Service users 32 27.06.15 

Market Stand – Bitterne market East public 54 01.07.15 

Bitterne Leisure Centre stand (am) East public 51 04.07.15 

Bitterne Library (pm) East public 35 04.07.15 

Multi-ethnic places of worship Sikh community 230 05.07.15 

TARGET meeting GPs, practice staff 170 08.07.15 

Practice Managers workshop Practice staff 8 09.07.15 

Public meeting Bitterne – Christ the 
King Church Hall Public 100 09.07.15 

Stand at Mela festival, Hoglands Park, 
Southampton 

Public – Multi ethnic 
communities 

47 11.07.15 

Asian Wellbeing group Sikh health and wellbeing 
sub committee 8 12.07.15 



St Marys Church meeting Public 55 12.07.15 

Community Solutions Group Community organisations 34 13.07.15 

THAWN Thornhill Health and wellbeing 
network meeting 

Mental health service 
users, people with 
dementia and carers, older 
people 

18 13.07.15 

Mount Pleasant Junior School 
Governors meeting 

City family and academic 
representatives 9 14.07.15 

Sure Start Children’s Centre Parents of toddlers 32 14.07.15 

St. Denys Priory Road Lunch Club Mostly retired African-
Caribbean 27 15.07.15 

East Locality GPs and practice staff 10 16.07.15 

Consult and Challenge focus group 
Physical and learning 
disability service users, 
public 

10 17.07.15 

Solent NHS Trust staff meeting Walk-in service staff 
No 

statistics 
available 

20.07.15 

Patients Forum Patient representatives 10 21.07.15 

Southampton Women’s Forum 2 Seldom Heard 10 21.07.15 

City of Sanctuary Meeting (evening) Refugees and asylum 
seekers support group 9 21.07.15 

TRIP Together reducing isolation 
project (Woolston, St.Denys, Bitterne) 
meeting 

Isolated people in the East 19 22.07.15 

Public meeting St Marys - Central Hall, 
Southampton Public 50 28.07.15 

Hindu temple Public (Hindu) 30 02.08.15 

Central Library stand Public 42 04.08.15 

Medina Mosque Public (Muslim) 50 07.08.15 

Black Heritage focus group African Caribbean 13 05.08.15 



 

Southampton Sight focus group Visually impaired 9 05.08.15 

Lordshill Library Public 17 06.08.15 

Pensioners Forum Pensioners 26 10.08.15 

Chinese Association drop-in centre 
Northam meeting Seldom Heard 40 12.08.15 

NHS West Hampshire CCG meeting in 
Hedge End 

NHS West Hampshire CCG 
patients 

22 13.08.15 

Multi-cultural park event Multi-cultural communities 35 16.08.15 

Health and Wellbeing Board Health and Wellbeing 
Board members 9 19.08.15 

SVS and Older Persons Forum 
members workshop 

Older persons and 
voluntary organisation reps 10 20.08.15 

Age UK/Dementia Awareness Older people/dementia 3 21.08.15 

Newtown Residents Association  Inner-city residents 19 22.08.15 

Carers and families group – 
Freemantle Carers 6 27.08.15 

Carers Afternoon Tea Group East European carers 8 28.08.15 

The Ascension Centre – open surgery 
Bitterne East public 9 28.08.15 

Young People Community Fun Day Young people 47 28.08.15 

Gambia Society meeting Public (BME) 17 30.08.15 

Bitterne Market 2 East public 53 02.09.15 

Thornhill Memory Cafe East carers 15 01.09.15 

Patients Forum Patient reps 6 01.09.15 

Disability roadshow Service users including 
learning disability 

12 01.09.15 

Comms and Engagement Reference 
Group 

Service users, voluntary 
organisations  

28 02.09.15 



Log of media coverage – Bitterne walk-in service consultation 

 
Media Link/content Statement provided?  Date 

Royston Smith 
Facebook page 

 
https://www.facebook.com/roystonsmithsoton?fref=nf  
 

CCG not asked for comment. 15 June 2015 

Bitternepark.info  

http://bitternepark.info/index.php?option=com_content&vie
w=article&id=2733:ccg-consults-over-bitterne-walk-in-
centre-closure-plan&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=59  
 

CCG not asked for comment. 16 June 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/district/southampton/1333
5310.Walk_in_centre_closure_plans_brought_back_to_life/
?ref=mac  

Press release sent and verbal conversation 
with journalist in response to following 
questions: 
 
Why is this happening now? 
When will the centre close if it does? 
Do we have the finance information on the 
cost of running the centre? 
 
Our response (over the phone): 
The public consultation will run from 15 June 
– 4 September 2015, following the 
agreement at the meeting of the city’s 
Health Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
(HOSP) that we would start the public 
consultation after the General Election. 
 
We have launched this in June to ensure 
local people and our partners have the 
opportunity to give feedback before the 
summer holiday period. 
 
Findings of the consultation will be 
presented to our Governing Body at their 

16 June 2015 

https://www.facebook.com/roystonsmithsoton?fref=nf
http://bitternepark.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2733:ccg-consults-over-bitterne-walk-in-centre-closure-plan&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=59
http://bitternepark.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2733:ccg-consults-over-bitterne-walk-in-centre-closure-plan&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=59
http://bitternepark.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2733:ccg-consults-over-bitterne-walk-in-centre-closure-plan&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=59
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/district/southampton/13335310.Walk_in_centre_closure_plans_brought_back_to_life/?ref=mac
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/district/southampton/13335310.Walk_in_centre_closure_plans_brought_back_to_life/?ref=mac
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/district/southampton/13335310.Walk_in_centre_closure_plans_brought_back_to_life/?ref=mac
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Log of media coverage – Bitterne walk-in service consultation 

 

September meeting and a decision made 
following this. This will then be discussed 
with the HOSP in October. 
 

Capital FM 
Breakfast Show  

Mention on breakfast show 
http://www.capitalfm.com/southcoast/  
 

Press release sent but CCG not asked for 
further comment. 

17 June 2015 

BBC Radio 
Solent 

Mention on breakfast show 
Press release sent but CCG not asked for 
further comment. 

17 June 2015 

BBC News 
Hampshire  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-
33153256  

Press release sent but CCG not asked for 
further comment. 

17 June 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13358625.Second_camp
aign_to_save_NHS_walk_in_centre_centre/  

CCG not asked for comment. 29 June 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13367932.Future_of_city
_walk_in_centre_to_be_debated/  

CCG not asked for comment. 3 July 2015 

That’s Solent TV 

Interview with Dr Mark Kelsey about the consultation which 
was shown on the That’s Solent TV Freeview Channel and 
is on their YouTube channel -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FutoxjF2bpM 
 

Contacted the CCG requesting a statement, 
which was provided and then requested to 
film at the public event on 9 July. We offered 
them a pre-recorded interview with one of 
GPs as wasn’t appropriate for filming to take 
place at the meeting with members of the 
public present. 

8 July 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13379796.Meeting_on_fr
esh_plans_for_walk_in_centre/  

CCG not asked for comment. 9 July 2015 

http://www.capitalfm.com/southcoast/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-33153256
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-33153256
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13358625.Second_campaign_to_save_NHS_walk_in_centre_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13358625.Second_campaign_to_save_NHS_walk_in_centre_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13367932.Future_of_city_walk_in_centre_to_be_debated/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13367932.Future_of_city_walk_in_centre_to_be_debated/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FutoxjF2bpM
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13379796.Meeting_on_fresh_plans_for_walk_in_centre/
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Log of media coverage – Bitterne walk-in service consultation 

 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13381467.Major_turnout_
for_consultation_meeting_with_residents_battling_to_save
_Southampton_walk_in_centre/  

Reporter attended the meeting but did not 
speak to a CCG representative. 

9 July 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13408868.On_march_to_
save_Walk_in_Centre/  

CCG not asked for comment. 13 July 2015 

Daily Echo Article following public meeting (in printed version only). 
Reporter attended the meeting but did not 
speak to a CCG representative. 

29 July 2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13524674.___Apply_pres
sure____over_walk_in_centre_plans/  

Contacted for a quote about the policy for 
NHS West Hampshire CCG patients who 
attend the walk-in service. Statement 
provided by West Hampshire. 

2 August 2015 

Daily Echo 
Reader letter published (printed version only) urging 
people to have their say about keeping the walk-in service 
open. 

CCG not asked for comment. 5 August2015 

Daily Echo 

http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13598555.City_health_ch
iefs_told_to__leave_walk_in_centre_alone_/   
 
Article published following public meeting held by NHS 
West Hampshire CCG.  

CCG not asked for comment. 
15 August 
2015 

Daily Echo 
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13639261.Councillors_to
_lead_fight_against_closure_of_Southampton_health_cent
re/  

CCG not asked for comment. 
2 September 
2015 

http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13381467.Major_turnout_for_consultation_meeting_with_residents_battling_to_save_Southampton_walk_in_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13381467.Major_turnout_for_consultation_meeting_with_residents_battling_to_save_Southampton_walk_in_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13381467.Major_turnout_for_consultation_meeting_with_residents_battling_to_save_Southampton_walk_in_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13408868.On_march_to_save_Walk_in_Centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13408868.On_march_to_save_Walk_in_Centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13524674.___Apply_pressure____over_walk_in_centre_plans/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13524674.___Apply_pressure____over_walk_in_centre_plans/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13598555.City_health_chiefs_told_to__leave_walk_in_centre_alone_/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13598555.City_health_chiefs_told_to__leave_walk_in_centre_alone_/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13639261.Councillors_to_lead_fight_against_closure_of_Southampton_health_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13639261.Councillors_to_lead_fight_against_closure_of_Southampton_health_centre/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/13639261.Councillors_to_lead_fight_against_closure_of_Southampton_health_centre/


             
Appendix 5 - EQUALITY IMPACT ANALYSIS (EIA) FORM 

 
Policy/Project/Function 
 

Getting the balance right in community-based health services.  Consultation on the 
proposal to close the walk-in service at Bitterne Health Centre in order to maintain 
quality community-based health services in Southampton. 
 

Date of Analysis 
 

28.10.14 
Updated action plan 01.07.15 
Updated action plan 02.09.15 

Analysis completed by: 
Name and Department 
Email and contact details  

Dawn Buck 
Head of Stakeholder engagement & Patient Experience 
Dawn.buck@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk  
 
 

What are the aims or intended 
outcomes of the Policy/Project or 
Function? 
 

Community based services are one of the main forms of support for people with long 
term conditions, people with disabilities and end of life needs. We need to adapt to 
ensure we meet the current and future needs of our population and this requires 
additional investment. 

Are there any other policies related 
to this as part of the analysis? 

Bitterne Walk-in service review 
Better Care – a Healthy Southampton for all, 5 year strategy 
JSNA 
Southampton CCG Clinical Commissioning 5 year strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Dawn.buck@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk


1. SCREENING 
 

Protected  
Characteristic 

Will this policy 
have a positive 

effect? 
 
Yes    or    No        

 

Will this policy 
have a negative 

effect? 
 

Yes    or     No 

What is the evidence? 

Age   
Yes 

 

Possible negative 
effect on 0 – 4 yr olds 

and elderly 

 
See full assessment page 11 

Disability   
Yes   

Marital status/ 
Civil Partnership 

 
Yes   

Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

 
Yes   

Race  Yes 
   

Religion or Belief Yes 
   

Sex   
Yes   

Sexual Orientation  
Yes   

Transgender people  
Yes   



Retain this information for evidence 
 

2. LOCAL POPULATION PROFILE/DEMOGRAPHY 
 

Overall Population 
Of Southampton  
 

239,428 

Age Profile  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Disability Profile 
 

38,399 



Marital /Civil 
Partnership Status 
profile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pregnancy/Maternity 
Profile 

In 2011 there were 3,520 maternities to Southampton females resulting in 3,550 live births.  
In 2011/12 47.2% of babies were being fully or partially breastfed at their 6-8 week check. 
  

Race Profile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Religion/Belief 
Profile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sex Profile 
 
 

Male 121,234 
Female 118,195 

Sexual Orientation 
Profile 
 
 

Data from the Integrated Household Survey in 2010/11 found 1% of adults surveyed identified 
themselves as gay or lesbian and a further 0.5% identified themselves as bisexual. In Southampton this 
would equate to 1,970 gay or lesbian adults and 990 bisexual adults. The survey found a larger 
proportion of men stating they were gay (1.3%) compared to women (0.6%).  
 

Transgender Profile 
 
 

There are no official statistics nationally or regionally regarding transgender populations, however, 
GIRES (Gender Identity Research and Education Society) estimated that, in 2007, the prevalence of 
people who had sought medical care for gender variance was 20 per 100,000.  This equates to an 
estimated 50 people in Southampton 
  



3. AVAILABLE EQUALITY DATA AND INFORMATION 
 

Is Equality Information/Data available in relation 
to the implementation of this 
Policy/Project/Function? 
This is internal or external information/data which may indicate 
how the different Equality Groups may be affected by this 
policy/project /function 
 
 

 
Please Tick; 
 
Yes √ 
 
No    
 
BWIC Review 
Complaints/Patient Experience 
Provider patient experience data 

List any Consultations which have been 
undertaken with Service Users, Carers, Public, 
Employees, Unions in the development and 
implementation of this Policy/Project/Function 
 

BWIC Review included patient survey 
Key stakeholders consulted include, MPs, Councillors, chair of 
Health &Wellbeing Board, GPs, Solent staff, Healthwatch, Carers 
Strategic group 
On-line views and comments 
ED survey 
Urgent Care survey 
AGM workshop 

 
Promoting Inclusion and Cohesion: How does 
this Policy/Project/Function contribute towards 
the organisations aims to promote Equality, 
Diversity and Human Rights and Elimination of 
Discrimination? 

One of our specific goals is Making it Fairer – Tackling Inequalities. 
This project would enable us to redeploy resources from the east to 
distribute across the whole city.  E.g. central Southampton has 
capacity issues with community nursing. 
We are committed to listening to local people, gathering their 
feedback on their experiences of local services and acting upon it. 
We have developed a systematic and embedded approach to 
insight gathering and engagement and involvement work via our 
You Said-We-did Framework. 



 
4. ASSESSMENT 

 

What impact will the implementation of this Policy/Project/Function have on the Equality Groups as defined by the Equality Act 
2010? 

 
 

Equality 
Groups 

 
No 

Impact 

 
Positive 
Impact 

 
Negative 
Impact  

Evidence of impact and /or justification for a Genuine 
Determining Reason exists  

Age  
 
 

  
√ 

 
√ 

This proposal will support elderly people, particularly those with long term 
conditions to live independently in their own homes. 
Transport to other services maybe an issue for elderly people and mums 
with young children. 
 

Disability  
Mental or 
Physical or 
Sensory 

 
√ 

 
 

  
 

Marital or 
Civil 
Partnership 
Status 
 

 √  This proposal will support the most vulnerable families in the city.  

Pregnancy 
and 
Maternity 

 
√ 

 
 

  

Race  √    



All racial 
groups 

 

Religion or  
Belief 
All faiths or 
no faith 

√  
 

  

Sex  
Women and 
Men 

√    

Sexual 
Orientation 
 

√    

Trans-
gender  
 
 

√  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. ACTION PLANNING 

 
As a result of the assessment what actions are proposed to reduce or remove any risks of adverse/negative outcomes identified 
for service users, carers, public, employees who share the 9 protected Characteristics of the Equality Act 2010? 
 

Identified Risk Action Recommended Completion 
Date 

Review 
Date  

Responsible  
Manager + 
Contact details 

1. 
Patients in the East of the city not 
being  aware of alternative services  
 
 

 
Robust  communications 
campaign to signpost people to 
alternative services. 
 
 

Ongoing Ongoing  
Head of 
Communications 
 
 
 
 

2. 
Lack of confidence in local 
pharmacists and lack of awareness 
of what pharmacies can offer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Engage with pharmacies, 
particularly in the East of the city 
to ensure that patients are 
encouraged to use their 
services. 
 
 
 

 
September 
2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 
2015 
 
 

 
Quality Team 
 
Medicines 
Management Team 
 
 
 
 
 



3. 
Patients unable to access local 
emergency contraception 
 

Engage with pharmacies on the 
East of the city to ensure they 
are able to offer this service and 
to promote the service. 
 

 
July 2015 

 
December 
2015 

 
Senior 
Commissioning 
Manager/Meds 
Management team 

4. 
Patients in the East experience 
issues with transport, particularly 
elderly people 

Explore solutions with bus 
companies and SCC 
Explore solutions with voluntary 
transport services. 

August 2015 December 
2015 

Director of System 
Delivery 
 
Head of Stakeholder 
Engagement 

5. 
Homeless people 
Refugees and asylum seekers 

 
Our figures show that only 3% of 
people using the walk-in service 
in Bitterne are not registered 
with a GP, this includes but is 
not limited to homeless people.   
Specialist care for homeless 
people in Southampton is also 
available through the Homeless 
Healthcare Team, provided by 
Solent NHS Trust.  
 
If people are not registered with 
a GP they can still access the 
alternative services available at 
the same time as the walk-in 
service such as NHS111, the 
Minor Injuries Unit and local 
pharmacies therefore we will 
ensure there is a robust 

 
Ongoing 

 
Ongoing 

 
Communications 
Team 

http://www.solent.nhs.uk/service-info.asp?id=40&utype=1
http://www.solent.nhs.uk/service-info.asp?id=40&utype=1


communications campaign to 
signpost people to alternative 
services. 

6. 
Mums with young children, 
particularly 0 – 4 yr olds 

Robust communications 
campaign to signpost people to 
alternative services. 
 
Promotion of minor ailments 
service with pharmacies. 
 
Re-print of childhealth booklets. 
 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
December 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
January 

Communications 
 
 
 
Pharmacies 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. RATING of FINDINGS 
 

Analysis 
Rating 

   
Green 

 

 
 
 
 

Green  
If the policy/project/ function 
does not appear to have any 
adverse effects on people who 
share any of the 9 Protected 
Characteristics then no further 
actions are recommended at 
this stage. 
 

 
 
The policy can be published 
with the EIA. 
 
Another EIA must be completed if 
the policy is changed, reviewed 
or if any discrimination is 
identified at a later date. 

Where the policy/project/ function does not appear to have 
any adverse effects on people who share any of the 9 
Protected Characteristics then no further actions need to be 
taken at this stage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 



 
7. Summary 

 
 

Brief Summary/Any Comments: 
 
The EIA has been undertaken by Dawn Buck, Head of Stakeholder Engagement, the Patient Experience Service Manager 
and a Senior commissioning lead. 
 
The EIA found that  there would be no negative impact on people protected under the equality act (2010) 
 
To mitigate against any unintended discrimination and to promote and support improved access and a reduction to 
inequalities, some risks have been identified together with an action plan which it is considered will address those risks. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Responsible Manager  
  

Name  Job Title  E-Mail/ Telephone   Date  

Dawn Buck Head of Stakeholder 
Engagement & Patient 

Experience 

Dawn.buck@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk  1 July, 
2015. 

 
Approval and Sign Off  

 
Name  Job Title  E-Mail/ 

Telephone   
Date  

John Richards Chief Executive 
 

 1 July, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:Dawn.buck@southamptoncityccg.nhs.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Independent Focus Group Report: 
Bitterne Walk-In Service – Potential Closure 
 
 
Introduction 
On the 17th of July Consult & Challenge ran an independent focus group as part 
of the Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group’s overall consultation 
strategy on their proposal to close the Bitterne Walk-In Service (BWIS). The 
purpose of this focus group was to give residents of Southampton the 
opportunity to engage in a sensible, orderly, level-headed and balanced 
discussion about the proposal, and to offer their own opinion on it. 
 
Promotion and Advertising 
Details of the focus group were advertised through social media including 
Twitter and Facebook. The group was also advertised by SCCG on their 
website. Consult & Challenge promoted the event through their email contacts 
and posters were displayed in both the Bitterne Library and the Bitterne Health 
Centre from where the Walk-In Service is run.  
 
Attendance and Attendance Management 
One resident who wanted to attend the group was a member of a pressure-
group and asked Consult & Challenge to hand out their own response to the 
consultation, and also to have copies to hand out at the focus group. Because 
of this request and because there were other individuals from  various other 
groups in the city, C&C had to lay down firm guidelines to all interested parties, 
ensuring that they did not attempt to sway people’s independent opinions. 
 
Attendance  
Attendance at the focus group was good, with 10 residents from across the city 
taking part. Also in attendance were 2 Hampshire residents who are linked to 
Consult & Challenge and who acted as note takers and independent observers. 
The meeting was chaired by Will Rosie, Consult & Challenge’s Facilitator.  
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In the second half of the meeting, the group were joined by SCCG 
Representatives John Richards (CEO), Dr Mark Kelsey (Deputy Chairperson of 
SCCG) and Dawn Buck (Head of Stakeholder Engagement) 
 
Location 
The focus group was run at the Unity 12 building on Rose Road in central 
Southampton and was considered an ideal venue due to its central location in 
the city. 
 
Structure of the Focus Group 

1. Introductions and Housekeeping 
2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
3. Presentation of the Proposal 
4. General Discussion 
5. Q&A with the Southampton Clinical Commissioning Group 

Representatives 
6. Feedback Completion 

 
Main Points 
The meeting was opened with introductions, declaration of conflicts of interest 
and a description of what Consult & Challenge was. Although there were 
members from several groups present, the only conflict of interest was 
declared by one resident who was a member of Southampton Keep Our NHS 
Public (a group that is in opposition to the proposal to close the Walk-In 
Service). 
 
Whilst the intention was to show the CCG’s PowerPoint presentation, and then 
enter into a general discussion, it became apparent that attendees were more 
comfortable in asking questions and raising relevant points as each slide was 
presented. Upon reflection this was a very effective way of collecting ideas and 
giving everyone the chance to speak and share their views. 
 
The Question and Answer session with the CCG representatives went well, and 
questions were answered in a straightforward and honest way.  
 
The biggest concerns that arose from residents were around the increase in 
burdens that could occur if the Walk-In Service were to close. This included, 
among other things, an increase of pressure on GP surgeries. 
 



 

 

Concern was raised that the % stats around GP appointments were potentially 
misleading and clarification was sought on the following; 

1. Did the statistical data represent what the patients thought, or staff? 
2. Could the 16% of negative responses be located in just one area of the 

city (namely the East) 
 
It was stated that the stats were collected directly from the patients 
themselves. The CCG do have the statistical breakdown to answer question 2, 
and will forward them to Consult & Challenge for dissemination. 
 
A question was raised concerning the ‘new services’ that have been 
implemented since the walk-in service was commissioned. The question was, 
‘Why are the CCG stating that the NHS 111 service is new, when it was just 
replacing the NHS Direct service?’ 
The CCG explained that NHS Direct was merely an advice service and was not 
able to do what the new 111 service can do. NHS 111 can give advice, make GP 
appointments, provide both GP call back and call-out services and contact 
emergency services. If is far more effective than NHS Direct. The stats for NHS 
111 were provided for residents to examine. 
 
It was agreed that C&C would take part in an ‘Enter and View’ of the 111 
service in Otterbourne 
 
Information on Pharmacies was also presented and the extended role they had 
was explained. It was suggested that pharmacies near to the BWIS should be 
encouraged to open for longer hours in order to cater for residents affected by 
the possible closure of the service.  
 
The suggestion was also made by participants, that the BWIS could be turned 
into a smaller MIU (Minor Injuries Unit) 
 
It was also suggested that education of the city’s residents about the different 
services was very much needed. 
 
C&C asked Dr Kelsey if pharmacists were feeling ‘put upon’ regarding the extra 
pressure of having to provide a consultation service. Dr. Kelsey explained that 
pharmacists have been really positive about providing this service and have 
indicated that they want to do more of it. 
 
 



 

 

Feedback 
The most poignant and strongest feedback included 
 

1.  ‘The general feedback from the focus group was that, if all the other 
choices were both available and known about, then this would make 
people more comfortable with the proposal being made by the CCG’ – G. 
Wade, Observer and Hampshire resident.  
 

2. Immediately following the meeting Consult & Challenge sent an email 
out to all the participants asking for feedback on the focus group and 
how it was run. The following is the only response from an attendee; 
 

‘Dear Will, I am sorry I had to leave before the end of the meeting on Friday, I 

had an appointment at 1pm. I did enjoy the meeting. It was chaired very well 

and I felt very comfortable asking questions etc. It was a fair discussion, 

everyone who had a point to make was encouraged to do so. Members of CCG, 

gave straight forward answers to the best of their ability. Ideally it would best 

if the centre could remain open, but situation being as it is, I feel that they 

have done everything possible to reduce potential risks and provide safe 

alternatives. I would be happy to attend another focus group. Many Thanks, 

Mary. 

 
3. The geography of GP surgeries. In the East of the city, it appears that 

there are fewer surgeries than in the other parts of the city. There is 
concern that if the Walk-In Service were to be discontinued, then there 
will be a negative impact on the surgeries that are located on that side 
of the city.  
 

4. There was a concern about making the consultation ‘young people and 
family friendly’, as the times of the meetings did not appear conducive 
to them having their say. 
 

5. A concern that was discussed significantly was around the issue of 
transport. Public transport to the Minor Injuries Unit at the RSH, as well 
as to the Adelaide Centre from the East of the city is a problem. Bus 
routes and timetables are obstructive when it comes to ease of travel to 
these places, and it was considered essential for positive progress to be 



 

 

made in this area in order to support people, who may otherwise use 
the Walk-In Service. 
 

6. Concerns were raised about what would happen to those users of the 
Walk-In Service who reside in Hampshire but who either travel across 
the border to use the Walk-In Service, or who work/study in the city and 
use it as they would any other city service. As over a third of the people 
accessing the Walk-In Service travel from Hampshire, attendees wanted 
to know what considerations are made for them, and how the proposal 
would affect them.  
 

 
Conclusion 
Consult & Challenge were very pleased with the way the focus group worked, 
and we are delighted to have been a part of the consultation process. To all 
intents and purposes the group achieved what it was meant to, and provided a 
platform for local people to have their say in a level-headed and balanced way.  
Overall, the opinion of the group was as stated in Point 1 of the feedback 
section. The walk-in-service is seen as a service that is valued by local people, 
but that it is not seen as cost effective. Participants saw the value of the money 
being invested in other services, but only if the CCG could guarantee the 
promotion and provision of all the services they claim are duplicated by the 
Walk-In-Service.  
 
Will Rosie 
On behalf of Consult & Challenge 
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Headquarters
Omega House

112 Southampton Road
Eastleigh

Hampshire
SO50 5PB

Tel: 023 8062 7444
Direct line:  023 8062 7869

 
 
4 September 2015 
 
 
 
John Richards 
Chief Officer 
Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear John 
 
Bitterne Walk in service 
 
I am writing to confirm the support of West Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group for the 
closure of the Bitterne walk in service as proposed by Southampton City Clinical 
Commissioning Group. 
 
We have held a public meeting for residents of west Hampshire who may be affected by the 
proposed closure and we have shared our findings from this meeting with you. This feedback 
will be included in the results of your consultation. 
 
We support the case for closure as set out in your consultation document and agree that walk 
in centres are not the best use of resources and duplicate other services. West Hampshire 
CCG does not commission walk in centres for this reason. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Heather Hauschild (Mrs) 
Chief Officer 
 



Appendix A 

 
Feedback form 
 

Our preferred option is option 1- to close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute 
the current funding to community nursing and community-based care.  
 
With which option do you agree/disagree? 
 
Option 1 - To close the walk-in service at Bitterne and re-distribute the current funding to 
community nursing and community-based care.  

X Agree  □ Disagree   □ Don’t know 

Option 2 - To keep the Bitterne walk-in service open at the risk of high priority services such as 
community-based care. 

□ Agree  XDisagree   □ Don’t know 

We are also seeking views on impacts we need to be aware of and alternative suggestions.  If the 
decision was to move forward with option 1 what are your main concerns? 
 

□ I think that more people would go to the Emergency Department 
□ I feel it would create more demand for GPs 
□ I wouldn’t know where else to go 

□ X Other – please explain below: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please tell us about any other options or ideas you would like us to think about: 
 

There is a concern that patients will not be aware of the alternative out-of-hours options 

available to them, and it is therefore important that this is accompanied with a good 

communication plan.  Specifically, patients in the east of the city will feel that they are losing 

a much valued community asset and so specific communication about their alternatives is 

required. 

The staff who work in the walk in service are highly qualified, valued individuals and there is 

a concern that this skill set will be lost from Southampton.  Solent are working hard to retain 

as many of the staff as possible through this time of uncertainty, and for the future, should 

the service close. 

The demand for high quality community based case is increasing, and while the funding 

made available from the walk in service will make a significant difference to Southampton 

services, it will not resolve the future resourcing gap in perpetuity.    

 

 

  
Solent recognise that the walk in service is highly valued by our patients and has provided an 

excellent service to the people of Southampton and Hampshire.  However, there are 

alternative options for the patients who access the service (self-care, pharmacies, OOH GPs, 

WIC, A&E) and the NHS cannot afford to provide duplicate services.  In these constrained 

financial times, it is necessary to make difficult choices, and in that spirit, Solent NHS Trust 

supports the CCG’s recommendation to close the walk in service and re-invest the money in 

community based care.  
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About you  
We want to make sure that everyone has had a chance to share their views. To make sure this 
consultation reaches a wide range of people, it would be helpful if you could provide us with a few 
confidential details about yourself to help us see who has responded. 
 
Are you 

□ A general member of the public 

□ NHS staff member 

X Representing an organisation – please state: ……Solent NHS Trust……………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please tell us your postcode (first four digits only): ………………………………………….. 
 

Are you?   □ Male X Female 

 
What is your age? 

□Under 20  □20-29  □30-39  X40-49 □ 50-59 □60-69 

□ 70-79  □ 80-89 □ 90+ 

 
What is your ethnic group? 

White: XBritish   □Irish  □Any other white background 

Mixed: □White and black Caribbean  □White and black African 

 □White and Asian   □Any other mixed background 

Asian or Asian British:  □Asian Indian  □Asian Pakistani   

□Asian Bangladeshi  □Any other Asian background 

Black or Black British:  □Black African  □Black Caribbean 

□Any other Black background 

Other ethnic groups:  □Chinese   □Other ethnic group   

□Rather not say 

 
 
Thank you for taking the time to give us your feedback. Please return your form free of charge to: 
 
 
Freepost   RRYC-AUHZ-EHKE, Southampton City CCG, NHS Commissioning HQ, Oakley 
Road, Southampton, SO16 4GX - FAO Communications Team 
 
 
The deadline for responses is 5pm on Friday 4 September 2015 
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Appendix 7 - Feedback from events, market stalls, focus groups and meetings 

Event Stakeholders Comments/feedback 
Central Baptist Church Mental health service users Several already used Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) and were not 

particularly concerned about the walk-in service (WIS). 
We’re not aware of GP extended hours. 
Often use pharmacy for a lot of items as NHS prescriptions are 
so expensive. 
The GP telephone consultation service is excellent and if more 
people used this is might free up appointments. 
 

UHS League of Friends 
meeting 

League of Friends volunteers Transport to A&E would be an issue if it closed. 
Thought the proposal meant the closure of the whole health 
centre and its services. 
 

Diabetes wellness event Users of diabetes services, carers People were surprised at the variety of help available through 
111. 
Many people thought the whole centre was closing. 
 

Bitterne Market 1 General public Concerns were raised about adult social care, respite care and 
the independent living allowance. 
Complaints were raised about domiciliary care and wastage 
due to replicated aids. 
Many people were not aware of evening opening times at GP 
practice in Bitterne. 
Buses to the Royal South Hants (RSH) from Bitterne stop at 
the football stadium and people are not keen to walk from there 
in the dark. 
Clarity needed on GP appointment systems. 
Some people said that it should be kept but when asked if they 
had used it they said no. 
One lady was not concerned about the walk-in service but was 



unhappy with our Continuing Healthcare processes. 
People were glad to talk through their concerns. 
People were not confident in pharmacies as an alternative. 
Surprise at the cost of the running of the service, concerns 
about waste particularly on medicines. 
Some people had not heard of the out of hours service or 111. 
 

Bitterne Leisure Centre General public Most people felt that the service should remain open because 
they believed they could not get a GP appointment. People did 
not know that their GP practice offered extended opening hours 
– particularly Bath Lodge. 
People queried why they had to be registered with a named GP 
when they could see any GP in their practice.  This caused 
confusion if they were advised by another health professional 
to see “their” GP and consequently then had to wait for up to 
three weeks to see them. 
Some people felt that services were not joined up e.g. referrals 
from GP to University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation 
Trust. 
 

Bitterne Library General public People registered with Bath Lodge were not aware of later 
evening appointments. 
Two people raised concerns about the 111 service. 
 

Priory road Lunch club Residents of Harefield, Newtown, 
Shirley, 
 Bitterne, St.Denys, Sholing, 
Peartee and  
Thornhill 

One person didn’t know about the Minor Injuries Unit. 
One person didn’t know that the Shirley walk-in had closed. 
6 people had used 111 but didn’t like the service because of 
the time it took to answer questions, took a long time to call 
back, answering the questions was stressful. 
Some people didn’t know that you could speak to a pharmacist 
‘for free’ and didn’t realise that the consulting room in the 
pharmacy was for members of the public. 



People didn’t know if their GP surgery offered late or Saturday 
appointments. 
It would be difficult for a Mum with small children and older 
children at school to get to the MIU on buses. 
“We all know that money is short – if the NHS has to change 
then we have be understanding and have faith that the doctors 
know what they are doing – we have to think how we can look 
after everyone”. 
“You can’t give that side of the city a service for 12 years then 
take it away – I think you should reduce the opening times or 
the amount of staff there, but not shut it down”. 
“I understand that the money from the WIS could be put into 
more community based health care but I don’t think the sort of 
people who use the WIS are the same ones who need care in 
their homes”. 
“Unless you live near it, you can’t reach the WIS if you are ill 
and don’t drive so it won’t make any difference to me if it stays 
open of if it shuts”. 
“If the WIS has to close at least make people feel less upset by 
giving them free evening car parking”. 
“The trouble is people have become soft.  They’ve been spoiled 
by years of free care and now they don’t know, or just don’t 
think about, how to look after themselves”. 
“If you charged people for missing appointments, they’d only do 
it once”. 
“People need teaching.  Young people need to learn to cook 
properly to keep themselves well and parents shouldn’t buy 
junk food which makes their kids sick”. 
“I live in Shirley and if I need an appointment I go to the MIU so 
the WIS doesn’t matter to me personally, but I feel bad for the 
people who live that side.  It’s harder to get to the MIU by bus 
from there. 



“If the WIS is to close then how about bringing back some of 
the services to other places that have been stopped, e.g. blood 
tests at the RSH, podiatry services” ”Maybe we need to pay the 
GPs more to work at the weekends”. 
 

Thornhill Health & 
Wellbeing Network 

Members are from Thornhill, 
Bitterne, Woolston, golden Grove 
and Sholing 

“It doesn’t matter to me whether WIS closes or not because 
there has never been a service for adult mental health needs 
and this is what is needed during the times of day and night 
when services which normally run ‘office hours’ are shut”. 
“More people will go to A&E if the WIS closes because there 
are more buses going to the Southampton General Hospital 
(SGH) than to Bitterne or the RSH”. 
“There’s no bus that gets you near enough to the RSH if you 
find it difficult to walk”. 
“Parking costs in the RSH car park and all other hospital places 
are shocking”. 
Four members expressed lack of confidence in 111, one did 
not know that 111 was free to phone. 
Many members attending wanted to praise Pepys Avenue 
surgery – there is no difficulty in getting an appointment and the 
reception staff are very kind and helpful. 
Almost everyone attending praised Lloyds Pharmacy in Hinkler 
Road. Many had asked for help and advice from the pharmacist 
and had been very well cared for. 
People were relieved that that the health centre itself was not 
closing. 
 

Together Reducing Isolation 
Project (TRIP) 

Members are from Bitterne, 
Thornhill, Woolston, Weston, 
Sholing and Harefield 

“People from outside Southampton should not be allowed to 
use the WIS – or if they do then their CCG’s should pay” 
“I wouldn’t go to the MIU because it feels intimidating walking in 
that area”. 
“111 was very helpful to me”. 



“There are appointments available a bit earlier and later at our 
GP surgery but the receptionist say they are for people who 
work”. 
“If you can see any GP why are you asked who your doctor is 
when you try to get an appointment?”. 
“To keep the BWIC open it would be helpful to the nurses and 
the patients if social care and mental health shared the building 
with them.  A lot of the problems people have to do with their 
health in the evenings and weekends are about their mental 
health or difficulties in reaching social care workers and if they 
had a base they could reach them at, like the WIS, things 
would run a lot more smoothly”. 
 

Consult and Challenge Service user network meeting “It is difficult to get across to the RSH at night – could we turn 
the BWIS into an MIU?”. 
“Everyone should receive a book on minor ailments”. 
“There should be a poster in the WIS with information about 
extended GP opening hours”. 
One member shared a positive personal experience at Shirley 
walk-in centre. 
“Patients must apply pressure to GP’s to offer extended 
appointments – however this must be balanced – how do we 
mitigate against surgeries being open and patients not turning 
up?”. 
“Should people be penalised if they don’t turn up for 
appointments?”. 
 

Communications and 
Engagement reference 
group 

Service users, voluntary 
organisations, Healthwatch, 
Patients Forum, SKONP, PPG 
Chair 

Do we have evidence that there was no impact to patients 
when the Shirley walk-in centre closed? 
2% of people are not registered with a GP – important for the 
CCG to address this. 
Important to satisfy the people that this consultation is genuine. 



Is there capacity for other services on that site? 
The Prime Minister’s challenge fund project will be important for 
Bitterne. 
The glossary is really helpful. 
There is lack of confidence in 111 – we need to promote this 
locally. 
One member reported a positive experience of 111. 
We need to ensure that people understand the issue of equality 
One member commented that it made sense to close the 
service but were we prepared for the backlash? 
People like the freedom to walk in – could we encourage other 
services to offer walk-in convenience. 
Clarity need about what the money is spent on. 
 

Central Library General public “How come London can manage to join all its health services 
up, yet none of the services in Southampton can?” 
“The CCG should organise lessons for senior citizens to learn 
how to use a computer so they can on line. Nowadays just 
about everything is accessible on line and it would be a great 
help to older people to be able to book appointments”. 
“There is no point in promoting the MIU, with all SCC cuts there 
won’t be buses to get there”. 
 

Southampton Sight Visually impaired people Some members said that they knew of people who had used 
the service for more serious conditions than coughs and colds 
There was a lot of interest in 111 as a ‘one stop service’ – this 
is particularly helpful for visually impaired people and members 
were also impressed that they could speak with clinically 
qualified people. 
Most members asked why we haven’t been advertising and 
promoting 111 enough. 
Members were pleased that we had produced audio versions of 



the consultation document. 
The consensus was that we should be more upbeat about our 
consultation and we should be highlighting to people the 
excellent NHS services already in place i.e. 111, the MIU, Out 
of Hours and the expanding role of pharmacies. 
People were sceptical about more GP appointments being 
available.  Receptionists don’t explain that they can see any 
GP. 
Only two members knew about telephone consultations. 
Members asked why, once registered as visually impaired or 
blind, this doesn’t flag up to all services which they are referred 
to. 
Members continue to receive small print letters from hospital 
even though they have requested telephone calls to advise of 
appointments. 
“don’t get sucked into being negative”. 
“put more energy into letting the public know your successes 
and how many people are helped through all the different types 
of NHS services available – find new PR people that can 
highlight the positive!”. 
Getting to the MIU or OOH during the weekend or evening was 
simply not an option for people who can’t drive and can’t afford 
expensive taxis. 
 

Older Persons Forum Older people, rep from 
Healthwatch 

Greater understanding of the case for change. 
People understood that resources need to be targeted where 
most needed and beneficial. 
Unaware of the extra GP appointments now available and all 
that the pharmacies can now offer. 
A couple had had negative experiences from 111 in the past 
but they didn’t realise how much 111 could do in terms of 
speaking to medically qualified people, getting an out of hours 



appointments and that the calls were free. They felt more 
encouraged to use the service again after the session. 
People not registered with a GP would be more affected by the 
possible closure and the CCG need to make other services 
more accessible as a result. 
What happens to those that do not have an address? 
 

The Gambia society Public (bme) It’s a shame that an NHS service has to close.  Why were they 
being consulted, none of them used the service. 
“Everyone’s views will determine what happens next – in 
essence the WIS is not cost effective, by closing the service 
they will be able to distribute resources to other services to 
make them more efficient”. 
 

Community solutions group Community dev.workers, voluntary 
orgs 

Could we ensure that we engage with bme communities. 
Transport will be an issue. 
Will there be GPs available for same day appointments. 
 

Memory café,Thornhill Carers and service users People were relieved that the whole health centre was not 
closing. 
Unaware of the alternative services. 
Transport was raised as an issue generally. 
People who were caring for someone with dementia were 
reluctant to see anyone other than their own GP. 
Could Bitterne Health Centre accommodate some of the skills 
and services available at Moorgreen. 
One member felt that the WIS should be closed because on 2 
occasions she had waited for 2 hours but was sent away 
anyway as there was no-one available to help – she went on to 
get effective help from 111 and a rapid appointment at the 
RSH. 
One member felt that the rooms at Bitterne Health Centre 



should be set aside for those with dementia and their carers as 
a drop in 1 or 2 days per week so that they could learn about 
self-care. 
One member commented that 111 was a good service but 
people don’t know about it. 
Some people had been referred to the WIS by the pharmacies. 
Will there be an appeal process if people are not happy with 
the decision? 
 

Pensioners Forum Public, older people 
 

There are no other NHS services on the East of the city except 
the walk-in service. Bus services are being cancelled and taxis 
are too expensive so it’s not possible for people without cars 
who need out of hours attention to get to the MIU. 
Why aren’t over 75 nurses available city wide? 
Will alternative transport services be put in place in time – if the 
WIS closes? 
What’s the point of having community matrons – why are they 
necessary, surely if money is the object all you really need are 
community nurses. 
The 111 service directs people to the WIS so where should be 
go if this is said to us. 
Why aren’t GPs and pharmacies advertising all they can do? 
How can people be expected to know that there are more 
appointments available or that pharmacies can offer all these 
extra services if they don’t advertise? 
If you close WIS where else can we go for blood tests? 
Could the CCG reimburse people’s bus fares to the MIU? 
Won’t this increase attendance at A&E. 
What about the £8 bullion input? 
111 can’t be expected to be as good as one to one contact with 
a health professional. 
Is money being wasted on translating these documents – if 



people want to have a say they should learn English. 
The media has been responsible for whipping up negativity 
around the consultation – these are clearly difficult times and 
instead of encouraging people to be controversial, citizens 
should get together to be more supportive of the good things 
the NHS has already done and is doing for Southampton. 
People need to be educated not to misuse dialling 111 in the 
same way that they need to be taught about not phoning 999 
unnecessarily. 
Two attendees, who have come to all consultation events we 
have held so far, and who are proactive in getting petitions 
signed to keep WIS open,  were there and challenged on all the 
same points they have previously challenged on.   
One disputed that we had done anything more than a couple of 
public meetings which weren’t ‘time friendly’ for families and 
working people, that no meetings for younger people had been 
offered and that if other meetings had occurred, we had not 
advertised them.  Both stated it was a disingenuous 
consultation, that commercial companies such as Care UK, 
were exploiting the NHS the questionnaire was unfair and that 
the decision to close WIS had already been made. 
 

Bitterne market 2 Public Most people knew about the consultation.   
Lack of confidence that pharmacies and 111 could help in the 
same way as the WIS. 
The MIU is hard to reach if you don’t have a car and they only 
deal with injuries. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Frequently asked questions 
 
Throughout our work on reviewing the walk-in service a number of queries have been raised.  Here we 
include the most frequently asked questions about the proposed changes and we will continue to update 
these on our website.  
 
 
Q.  Is this not just about cutting back on services and saving money? 
 
No. Our proposal is about changing the way we spend money. We have finite resources and can only 
spend our money once so need to ensure that all services avoid duplication and address local health 
needs. 
 
The resources allocated to the walk-in service would be used to improve services for people with long-term 
conditions – a health issue affecting a significant proportion of our city. 
 
 
Q. Will any of the other services in Bitterne Health Centre be affected? 
 
No, all other services in the health centre will remain open as usual. 
 
 
Q.  What will happen to staff who work at the walk-in service?  
 
The walk-in service is run by Solent NHS Trust who also provide community nursing and community-based 
care in Southampton. There will be no compulsory redundancies and the Trust will look to redeploy staff 
within Solent services under normal HR procedures. 
 
 
Q. Has the decision already been made? 
 
No, the final decision will be made by Southampton City CCG Governing Body once they have had time to 
consider the consultation feedback and responses. 
 
During the consultation all the feedback and responses, along with notes of the public meetings, will be 
collated and analysed.   
 
At the end of the consultation, a report will be produced by Southampton City CCG identifying the themes 
and issues raised.  The report will be presented to the Governing Body of the CCG to inform their decision 
on how to proceed. 
 
 
Q. What are community based nursing services that the additional funding would be used to 
support? 
 
Some of the community nursing and community-based services that could benefit from this increased 
funding include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

 District nurses – nurses who visit people in their own homes or in residential care homes, providing 
care for patients and supporting family members. District nurses also have a teaching and support 
role, working with patients to enable them to care for themselves or with family members teaching 
them how to give care to their relatives. 
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 Community matrons - highly experienced senior nurses who work closely with patients in the 
community to provide, plan and organise their care. They mainly work with those with serious long 
term or complex range of conditions in their own home or community settings. 

 

 Community rapid response teams – multi-disciplinary teams who work to reduce hospital 
admissions and assist with hospital discharge by assessing patients in their own homes or a care 
home, particularly where the persons need for care and support is urgent. 

 

 Over 75 nurses – nurses who provide care and support at home and in GP practices to people over 
75 to support making the best of their health and where needed support planning for current and 
future health and care needs. 

 
Below are some examples of how the money currently spent on the walk-in service could be redeployed 
through community based services: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q. I have heard the NHS is getting a further £8bn - can’t you use your share of this to keep the walk- 
in service open? 
 
Southampton City CCG is deemed to be over  its’ target funding’  which means we will receive a far smaller 
share of any additional funding and may not receive any extra money at all.  
 
 
Q. Can’t you make cuts elsewhere in the NHS?  
 
As part of our ongoing commissioning process we continually review health services in the city to ensure 
we are meeting patients’ needs whilst making the best use of the available money we are allocated by the 
Government.  
 
The walk-in service was identified, as part of our ongoing review of services, as not providing value for 
money and duplicating other services now available to local people. Any proposed reduction in services 
would be subject to public consultation just like we are doing here with the walk-in service. To make 
investments in one area can often require difficult decisions regarding the removal of another.  
 
We need to spend tax payers money as wisely as we can, if the NHS nationally or locally received the level 
of funding to meet the rising pressures, then investments into additional community services would be 
easy, however with funding not rising with demand the CCG needs to ensure it spends its budget as 
effectively as we can. This is why we are consulting on the difficult decision of closing the walk-in service to 
release funds to deploy into our community services, the services that look after the most vulnerable in our 
city.  
 
 
Q. Can the walk-in service be run more cheaply? Previously you quoted £1.4M now it is 1.2M, can 

you provide some clarity?  

 

The current cost of the walk-in service is £1.289m with each attendance costing approximately £67 per 

patient.  

Service Approx. 

cost 

Equivalent of 1 walk-in service (WIS) 

attendance  

Dementia assessment £291 4 WIS attendances = 1 assessment 

Diabetes check up £134 2 WIS attendances = 1 consultant led check up 

Asthma nurse appointment £67 1 WIS attendance = 1 asthma nurse appointment 

District nurse home visit £45 2 WIS attendances = 3 district nurse home visits 

Health visitor appointment £45 2 WIS attendances = 3 health visitor appointments 



As with all NHS services, we are constantly working to ensure the greatest value for money and over the 
last few years Solent NHS Trust, who runs the walk-in service, has been able to identify savings to reduce 
the overall cost of their services, for example through reducing the cost of their building costs. Even with 
these reductions in cost the service still does not provide good value for money when compared with the 
costs of visiting an alternative service (see page 10 of the consultation).  

A full breakdown of the annual costs of running the walk-in service is also available on our website.  

 
Q.  If people are already finding it hard to get to see their GP, won’t closing the walk-in service make 
this even harder as they will be even busier? 
 
We know that many people using the walk-in service are still using their GP surgery. Much work has 
already taken place to improve access to GPs and we are looking at ways of further improving this. 
Extended opening of GP practices at weekends, early mornings and early evenings are helping improve 
access. 
 
There are 33 GP practices in the city with 10 in the east, closest to the walk in centre. All practices on the 
east side of the city offer extended opening times in evenings and on Saturday mornings throughout the 
month – full opening time details are available in the supporting information on our website. 
 
Southampton Primary Care Limited, a federation of 29 GP practices in the city, has also been allocated 
£3m of Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund money to establish a pilot to extend and improve access to GP 
practice care in the city. This project is in the very early planning stages but aims to further improve access 
to GP services and thus better meet the needs of all patients. 
 
 
Q. Won’t the closure mean more people go to the Emergency Department? 
 
Whilst the walk-in service was originally set up in 2003 to reduce pressure on the Emergency Department 
and GP practices, evidence suggests that the way the service is used has changed and it now duplicates 
other services available to local residents.  
 
Today, the walk-in service operates mainly as a treatment option for minor conditions that do not require 
specialist or urgent treatment and which could have been dealt with by a local pharmacist, the NHS 111 
telephone helpline or self-care (treatment at home). 
 
During the lifetime of the walk-in service the range and type of urgent care options in Southampton has 
changed – services like the expanded Minor Injuries Unit and NHS 111 have been introduced along with 
extended hours at GP surgeries and pharmacies (including pharmacies that are open 100 hours per week). 
 
Evidence also suggests that increasing numbers of people are now using these services and, as a result, 
the Emergency Department at Southampton General Hospital has seen a reduction in attendances.  
 
 
Q. People living on the east side of the city have complained of difficulty in accessing public 
transport services to get to the Minor Injuries Unit and General Hospital . What should they do if the 
walk-in service closes? 

We recognise the concerns over transport. However, many of the alternative service options do not need 
any transport at all, for example NHS 111 is a free telephone service that can be reached from anywhere in 
the city, there is an extended hours pharmacy in Bitterne town centre and all GP practices in the area offer 
extended hours services (details of practice and pharmacy opening times can be found in the supporting 
information on our website).  
 
There are also a number of bus routes into the city centre from the east of the city, one of which goes to the 
Royal South Hants Hospital (where the Minor Injuries Unit is located) and two which go to Southampton 
General Hospital. These run frequently, 7 days a week. Route 7 (operated by First in Hampshire) stops 
outside the Royal South Hants Hospital on St Marys Road and Southampton General Hospital is serviced 
by routes 3 and 12 (operated by First in Hampshire). 



 
For information on buses in the city visit www.discoversouthampton.co.uk/visit/travelling-to-
southampton/bus-services.   
 
 
Q.  What happens to people who aren’t registered with a GP? 
 
It is very important that we get as many people to register with a GP as possible, this would encourage 
them to use their GP as their first point of contact which is essential if we are to help patients better 
manage their health and wellbeing.  However, if someone hasn’t registered, they can call NHS 111 service 
who will respond to anyone who needs medical help fast.  Patients with a minor injury can attend the Minor 
Injuries Unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital and for minor ailments patients can contact their local 
pharmacy. 
 
 
Q. The city is being given £3 million from the Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund, can’t you use this?  
 
In order to run the NHS the Government apportions funding to different parts of the health service so that 
they can manage and pay for the areas for which they are responsible. The Prime Minister’s Challenge 
Fund is new national money which is separate from the money the CCG receives to commission health 
services for the population. The funding has been allocated to Southampton Primary Care Ltd, a group 
made up of 29 GP practices in the city to provide extended and enhanced GP services. Although the CCG 
supported the bid, Southampton Primary Care Ltd will be delivering the services. 
 
The additional funding is excellent news for improving GP access in the city and we have been working 
with Southampton Primary Care Ltd as they implement these plans.  
 
 
Q. What alternatives are you proposing, and how will we know where else to go?  
 
There are a number of alternatives to visiting the walk-in service.  
 
Many of the symptoms with which people attend the service can be treated at home with advice from your 
local pharmacist. Pharmacists have at least five years training, have private consultation rooms and you 
don’t need to make an appointment.   
 
People can also visit their GP practice. All the practices in the east of the city now offer extended opening 
hours (see supporting document on our website for further information) with opening hours due to increase 
further due to the Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund. 
 
For all minor injuries such as sprains, strains, minor burns, cuts and grazes people can visit the Minor 
Injuries Unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital http://www.royalsouthhantsmiu.nhs.uk/ which also has x-ray 
facilities for people over two years of age. 
 
If you need urgent medical help or advice and aren’t sure where to go then you can call 111. NHS 111 is 
available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and calls are free from landlines and mobile phones. A team of 
fully trained call handlers, supported by nurses and paramedics, will assess your symptoms, offer advice 
and direct you straightaway to the local service that can best help. They can arrange an out of hours GP or 
dentist appointment or even send an ambulance if necessary. 
 
NHS111 is provided by our local ambulance service, South Central Ambulance Service, from their call 
centre based near Winchester.  
 
For more information regarding the alternatives to the walk-in service including addresses, opening hours 
and services offered please see our supporting documents. 
 
 
Q. Don’t you just get sent back to your GP if you call 111? 
 
Figures show that from August 2013 – March 2015 the NHS 111 team (covering Southampton, Hampshire, 

http://www.discoversouthampton.co.uk/visit/travelling-to-southampton/bus-services
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and Portsmouth) answered an average of 38,176 calls per month, with 54% of these callers recommended 
to contact or visit primary or community care. This includes visiting an out of hours GP or being advised to 
contact your own GP but also pharmacists, dentists and sexual health clinics etc. 
 
 
Q. How long will I need to wait for someone to answer when I call 111? Are clinicians available for 
advice?  
 
The NHS 111 service has targets for calls to be answered within 60 seconds (this should be 95%) – in May 
2015 the local 111 service answered 97% of calls within 60 seconds.  

NHS 111 call handlers include medically trained staff, such as qualified nurses and paramedics. They take 
calls when an assessment requires their skills and experience. Call handlers are highly trained in symptom 
recognition. If it is felt that a medical professional is needed, then a caller will either be transferred to them 
for a more in-depth assessment or will be called back within a timeframe according to clinical need. 
 
 
Q.  Won’t there be an increased pressure on emergency vehicles? 

As the walk-in service is primarily used for minor illnesses, and not emergencies, we do not foresee an 
impact on emergency vehicles being called out. 

Ambulance services in Southampton are provided by South Central Ambulance Service who also have 
community/staff first responders that are trained to respond to calls in the local community.  

For a medical emergency, if someone is seriously ill or injured and their life is at risk, always call 999 
immediately. For example if someone has: 

 lost consciousness 

 fits that are not stopping and is in an acute confused state 

 persistent, severe crushing chest pain 

 breathing difficulties 

 severe bleeding that can't be stopped 

If you or someone else is having a heart attack or stroke, call 999 immediately. Every second counts with 

these conditions. 
 
 

Q. Walk-in services are convenient for those who work full time and can’t take time off during the 

day, what alternatives will be available in the city?  

 

Over the last two years we have invested substantial resources in providing services to support people with 

urgent and emergency health issues. We have commissioned new and alternative services for everyone in 

Southampton who needs something “right now” whether that be for cough and cold remedies right through 

to emergencies such as heart attacks. We have:  

 reshaped urgent care services by implementing NHS 111 as the number to call when an urgent (but 
not emergency) situation arises 

 re-commissioned GP out of hours services to include a primary care centre as well as home visits 
 commissioned a minor injuries unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital with x-ray facilities for adults 

and children over the age of two 
 worked with pharmacies to offer more access for drop-in advice and support 
 supported ambulance crews to treat more people where they find them 
 supported our GP practices to offer more flexible access with all practices in east Southampton now 

offer evening and weekend appointments and this is likely to extend even further with the new 
Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund 

 provided better information services so people can quickly understand signs and symptoms and 
know when and where to seek help.  



 

With common problems, such as coughs and colds, aches, pains and rashes, a pharmacist can suggest 

the best remedies or treatments to suit you, so there is no need to book a GP appointment.  

There are currently four pharmacies in Southampton that are open 100 hours a week, two in the city centre, 

one at the Adelaide Centre in Millbrook, and one in Bitterne (Bitterne Pharmacy, West End Road, open 

7am to 10.30pm Monday to Saturday and 10am to 5pm on Sunday).   

 

Q. Will more out of hour GP appointments be made available?  
 
All the practices in the east of the city now offer extended opening hours (see supporting document on our 
website for full details) with access to GPs due to increase with the introduction of the Prime Minister’s 
Challenge Fund.  
 
Urgent GP appointments out of hours can also be accessed by calling 111. If you have an urgent health 
issue between 6.30pm and 8.00am on a weekday or over a weekend or bank holiday, you can ring NHS 
111 who can arrange an out of hours GP appointment if necessary.  
 
 
Q. Do pharmacies have a patient confidentiality agreement? 
 

Pharmacies are required to comply with a set of legal requirements, which includes assessment on 

confidentiality, data protection and information security. More information can be found online at 

http://psnc.org.uk/contract-it/essential-service-clinical-governance/  
 
You can talk to your pharmacist in confidence, even about the most personal symptoms, and you don't 
need to make an appointment. Most pharmacists now have private consultation areas and it’s possible to 
walk into any community pharmacy and ask to speak with the pharmacist. They may be able to spend 
some time with you straight away or offer you an appointment for a consultation. Discussions with your 
pharmacist can take place either in person or by phone. 
 
 
Q. Can the Minor Injuries Unit be expanded to help with minor ailments? 
 
The best place to go for advice and treatment for a minor ailment, such as a cough, cold or sore throat, is to 
a local pharmacy which may even be closer to home. Many pharmacies in the city are also open on 
evenings and weekends, with four in Southampton that are open 100 hours a week, two in the city centre, 
one at the Adelaide Centre in Millbrook, and one in Bitterne (Bitterne Pharmacy, West End Road, open 
7am to 10.30pm Monday to Saturday and 10am to 5pm on Sunday).  Each has a qualified pharmacist on 
hand to advise on minor illness, medication queries and other medical problems. 
 
If you are unsure and need some extra support, you can call 111 for advice 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year.  
 

Q. Will you increase education to support people on the alternative services in the city and to treat 

minor ailments at home? 

A number of people have told us that they don’t know where else to go if they need medical help. We are 
taking steps to address this and to ensure awareness of the alternatives, launching our Think First 
campaign in December 2014. The campaign highlighted the full range of urgent and self-care options 
available across the city and included a door-drop of booklets to every home in Southampton as well as 
city-wide health roadshows. It is our intention to continue with education and awareness campaigns. 
 
Our work has proved to be successful and we have seen an increase in the use of the Minor Injuries Unit 
and NHS 111 service throughout Southampton, Hampshire and Portsmouth. 

 

http://psnc.org.uk/contract-it/essential-service-clinical-governance/


Q. I use the walk-in service for emergency contraception. Where should I go if it closes? 

Emergency contraception (the morning after pill) can be purchased from any pharmacy for £23 or obtained 
free of charge from the following pharmacies in Southampton (and free Chlamydia screening packs). Full 
details of the pharmacies are available in the supporting documents on our website - you are advised to 
contact the pharmacy first to ensure a trained pharmacist is available. 
 

• Bassil Chemist, Bedford Place, City Centre 
• Boots, Above Bar Street, City Centre 
• Boots, West Quay Retail Park, City Centre 
• Boots, High Street, Shirley 
• Boots, The Broadway, Midanbury 
• Boots, Burgess Road, Swaythling 
• Day Lewis, Portswood Road, Portswood 
• Highfield Pharmacy, University Road, Swaythling 
• Lloyds Pharmacy, Dean Road, Bitterne 
• Pharmacy Direct, Weston Lane, Weston 
• Pharmacy Direct, Shirley Road, Shirley 
• Regents Park Pharmacy, Regents Park Road, Shirley 
• Sangha Pharmacy, Thornhill Park Road, Thornhill 
• Spiralstone, Brintons Road, St Mary’s 
• Sunak Pharmacy, Burgess Road, Bassett 
• Superdrug, Bitterne Road, Bitterne 
• Superdrug, Victoria Road, Woolston 
• Telephone House, High Street, City Centre 

 
 

Q. I use the walk-in service for wound dressing. Where should I go if it closes? 

Wound dressing management should be undertaken at the patient’s registered GP practice. Each practice 
has a practice nurse who can do this during surgery hours. If it is essential that a dressing is changed over 
the weekend, Southampton GPs can book their patients into the wound dressing clinic at the Minor Injuries 
Unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital. In an out of hours emergency, patients may attend the Minor 
Injuries Unit for wound dressing. 
 
 
Q. Where will I go for my blood tests?  
 
Blood tests are not currently available at the walk-in service but can be arranged at your GP practice  
 
 
Q. Will the closure increase pressure on the health visiting service, as the majority of contacts are 
under 5 years old? 
 
Health visitors work with families of young children to help increase understanding of how to manage minor 
illnesses, and are in an ideal position to respond to common health concerns and discuss management of 
conditions. This includes helping parents to understand the services available in the city and those 
available in the evening and on the weekend.  
 

Q. What options will be available for parents of young children who currently use the centre?  

Many of the symptoms with which people attend the service can be treated at home with advice from your 
local pharmacy. Pharmacists can offer expert advice and treatment for illnesses such as coughs and colds, 
aches, pains and rashes. 
 
Most pharmacies now have a private consultation room and you don’t need to make an appointment. A 
pharmacist can also advise if you need to need to visit your GP.  
 



For minor injuries such as sprains, strains, minor burns, cuts and grazes, the Minor Injuries Unit at the 
Royal South Hants Hospital is open from 7.30am – 10pm Monday – Friday and 8.00am – 10.00pm on 
weekends and bank holidays. There are also x-ray facilities for adults and children over two years of age - 
http://www.royalsouthhantsmiu.nhs.uk.  
 
If you need urgent medical help or advice and aren’t sure where to go, or need some reassurance then you 
can call 111.  
 
 
Q. Is this consultation relevant to me if I live in the west or central areas of the city? 
 
This is a city-wide consultation. Our proposal is to close the Bitterne walk-in service and to re-distribute the 
current funding to community nursing and community-based care across Southampton, so we want all city 
residents to have the opportunity to have their say.  
 
 
Q. Who wrote this consultation?  
 
The consultation document has been produced by NHS Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) in consultation with a number of key partners and stakeholders. 
 
Contributors include Healthwatch Southampton, Solent NHS Trust, GPs and service users. 
 
 
Q. How much has running this consultation cost? 
 
The cost of running the consultation is less than £5,000. This has been spent on producing consultation 
materials, postage and venue hire for the public events etc. to make sure we can reach as many local 
people as possible and that we provide a number of ways for people to have their say.  
 
 
Q. Who did you survey during your pre-engagement? 
 
Our local health services survey started at our winter health roadshows in the city in January. The survey 
was answered by over 600 local residents and was promoted on our website, through our social media 
channels (Twitter and Facebook), shared at engagement events with the community and some responses 
came via the People’s Panel which is a joint initiative between Southampton City Council and the CCG. 
 
In addition to the survey we ran a number of focus groups and held meetings with local service users.  
 
 
Q. Do you have any information on usage of the walk-in service before the opening hours were 
reduced in 2010?  
 
Since the CCG formed in April 2013, the walk-in centre has operated from 6.30pm – 9.30pm on weekday 
evenings and from 8.30am – 9.30pm on weekends and bank holidays. The decision to reduce the hours 
was made by the preceding organisation, Southampton City Primary Care Trust, so unfortunately we do not 
hold this data.  
 
CCGs were unable to hold or have any data prior to 1 April 2013, due to legal restrictions on data 
ownership. 
 
 
Q. Do you charge patients from other CCG areas who use the walk-in service?  
 
64% of attendances to the walk-in service are patients registered with a Southampton GP, 34% are 
registered with Hampshire GPs and 2% have no registered GP. NHS services are taxpayer funded and free 
at the point of use. We do not charge patients to use these services nor are we able to under the rules we 
operate within. 
 

http://www.royalsouthhantsmiu.nhs.uk/
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/council-democracy/have-your-say/peoples-panel.aspx


 
Q. Can you move the walk-in service to another building, perhaps the building at Moorgreen 
Hospital or a local library?  
 
This consultation is not focused on the location of the service but the fact that the service itself does not 
represent good value for money and duplicates other existing services. These facts would be the same 
wherever the service was located. 
 

Q. Can savings be made by fining patients for misuse of services, for example not attending a GP 

appointment?  

There are a variety of reasons why people are unable to attend a pre-booked appointment but there are a 

number of ways that GP practices are working to make cancelling appointments easier, such as reminder 

text messages and the option to cancel online, so these can be freed for those needing to urgently see a 

doctor. 

Although we have seen comments made by Jeremy Hunt, the Secretary of State for Health, around the 

possibilities of charging for patients for not attending appointments this would require a change in law to be 

implemented. 

 
Q. Could local GPs help fund the walk-in service?  

During our review of the walk-in service, we found that that many people are not using either the walk-in 

service or a GP surgery, but actually both and for the same condition. We are therefore duplicating more 

cost-effective services and this extra cost is hampering our ability to further improve community based 

nursing, now and in the future. 

 

Following a survey of Southampton GPs, one of the most notable themes was the number of family doctors 

who felt that the walk-in service had no discernible impact on their workload. When we asked GPs if they 

felt that the service reduced demand for appointments at their practice, 82% said no. 

 
 
Q. Are you liaising with West Hampshire CCG to ensure that their GP surgeries offer extended 

opening hours in the areas close to the walk-in service? 

Throughout the consultation we have worked with local CCGs, who have patients who use the service, and 

they have plans in place to support their patients.  

Contact details for our neighbouring CCGs are available as part of the supporting documents on our 
website. 
 
 
Q. Can you reduce the hours the service is run to save costs? 
 
Currently the walk-in service is open from 6.30pm to 9.30pm on weekday evenings and from 8.30am to 
9.30pm on weekends and bank holidays. 
 
Most attendances at the walk-in service occur when it first opens (before 12pm at weekends or 6.30-
7.30pm on weekdays).  
 
If opening hours were reduced the service would still be open at the same time as, and duplicating, other 
services so it wouldn’t provide good value for money.  
 
Local services available at the same time as the walk-in service include the NHS111 telephone helpline, 
the Minor Injuries Unit at the Royal South Hants Hospital, extended hours at GP practices and local 
pharmacies. 



 
A full breakdown of annual costs of the service is available as one of the supporting documents on our 
website.  
 
 
Q. How are the number of GP practices in the city calculated? With all the new housing 
developments being built in the east of the city, won’t this increase demand at local GP practices? 
 
We work together with NHS England and our local GP practices to ensure that there is enough capacity to 
serve our patients. There are 33 GP practices throughout the city with ten in the eastern side. In addition to 
the ten practices there are also five branch surgeries ensuring that there is local access to GPs throughout 
the area. 

 
GPs work in practices as part of a team, which includes nurses, healthcare assistants, practice managers, 
receptionists and other staff. Practices will ensure that they have enough staff to treat their registered 
patients.  
 
You can register with a GP practice of your choice, as long as you live within its catchment area and it is 
accepting new patients. From January 2015, all GP practices in England can also register new patients 
who live outside their practice boundary area. 
 
This means that you are able to register with practices in more convenient locations, such as a practice 
near your work. If the practice has no capacity at the time, or feels it is not clinically appropriate or practical 
for you to be registered further away from home, then they may advise you to register at your local practice. 
The practice will explain their reason for doing this. 
 
All practices on the east side of the city offer extended opening times in the evening and on Saturday 
mornings throughout the month.  
 
 
Q. Can anyone book an appointment during the extended GP opening hours?  
 
Extended GP opening hours (offering early morning, evening and weekend appointments) are designed to 
improve access to GP appointments for those who work full time and cannot take time off during the week, 
offering more flexibility. This varies between practices but generally extended hours are for routine, pre-
booked appointments – practice reception staff will be able to advise. These additional routine 
appointments also free up appointments during the week for patients with more urgent health needs.  
 
If you have an urgent health issue when your GP surgery is closed, you can ring NHS 111 who can arrange 
a local out of hours GP appointment if required or direct you to the most appropriate service. 
 
 

 



 

 

Bitterne walk in service public meeting Hedge End  

The west Hampshire led meeting was held in the Drummond Centre in Hedge End on Thursday 13 
August at 6.30pm. 

32 people signed in as attendees, of these 10 said they were registered to Southampton GP 
practices, one to a practice in Lancashire and 19 to practices in the west Hampshire area. A reporter 
from the Daily Echo was also present and one person who did not say where they were registered. 

– Q&A 

Q We have been campaigning for years to keep the WIS open, yet you are determined to close 
it. Patients will be sent to RSH – what happens if Care UK goes bust? 

A There are safeguards in place in case of service failure for any reason, another provider 
would be asked to step in as an emergency measure until an alternative service could be secured.  
The staff and buildings would still be there. 

Q Is the proposed closure just down to costs? If you have an injury and are bleeding you can’t 
go to a pharmacy, the closest A&E departments are in Winchester, Southampton and Portsmouth.  
There are 4000 new homes planned in the area with an aging demographic.  These people can’t get 
to Southampton easily. With Moorgreen being developed can we have a WIC there? 

A If you had severe bleeding you should call an ambulance, a less severe injury should go to a 
minor injuries unit. Experience shows that if there is a WIS people will use it because it is convenient. 
We work closely with the council around proposed population growth.  We have negotiated land to 
be set aside at Moorgreen to allow for an extension of the West End GP practice.  We want to put 
more services at Moorgreen; we have retained the adjacent field for potential expansion in the 
future. 

Statement: It seems you are going to close one centre to open another, that doesn’t make sense 

Statement: Money spent on foreign national locums 

Statement: Hospitals can’t cope, GPs are oversubscribed, and 1000s of new people are coming 
into the area.  We need the centre now more than ever. 

Statement: This is purely a financial decision – you can’t get an appointment at the GP, A&E is 
always full.  The WIS alleviates pressure on both. 

A We want to support GPs to deliver a seven day service and develop local services. 



The NHS 111 service has increased in calls from 38000 a month to 48000. Patients say they find it 
really useful. Life threatening conditions will have immediate referral to an ambulance.  111 can also 
refer to pharmacists and the out of hours GP service. 

Pharmacists are experts on drugs and medication, they can support minor ailments and patch up 
minor injuries or refer on to the appropriate service, a GP or A&E. 

Q West Hampshire should pay for its part as some Eastleigh area patients use the service.  In a 
recent survey 799 patients in the Eastleigh southern parishes said they wanted a walk in service. The 
WIS at Bitterne is used for changing dressings 

Q A night support worker for the homeless found the NHS 111 service inadequate and has to 
call an ambulance. Savings from the closure of the service would be wiped out by the extra cost of 
999 calls. 

A Homeless – SCCCG commissions services for the vulnerable and homeless – offered to 
discuss in more detail outside the meeting with SCCCG commissioners  

A We have to make difficult choices about what services we invest in; we prioritise the needs 
of our community.  

Statement It is difficult to get to the Royal South Hants by public transport 

A  SCCCG is looking at transport issues with the voluntary sector and bus companies.   

Statement I can’t get an appointment at my GP practice 

A We want to improve access to GPs by changing the way GP practices work.  GPs lose a lot of 
time because people don’t attend appointments and don’t cancel them. It is easier to make 
appointments and cancel them now online. GP appointments can be a week or more away but every 
practice keeps back a number of appointments each day as urgent. 

Q You say not many people need treatment who attend the WIS but a large amount is spent 
on medication, how is that? 

Q Quoted Five year forward view and Keogh report which say there should be more 
community clinics 

Statement: It’s all about money – just dumping the problem on the NHS – need to save money 
in the system, pay nurses a bit more and save on agency nurses 

A Nurses may have prescribed drugs when patients could have gone to their GP, dressings are 
also part of the pharmacy budget 

Nurses pay is set nationally and it is not within our power to change that. Demand for services is 
increasing year on year and we need to make the best use of our nurses.  We should put more 
expert nurses in GP surgeries.  The WIS is only open three hours a day, so it is hard to recruit and 
retain nurses. 



Q A local councillor suggested if the WIS were properly staffed it could take the pressure off 
hospitals.  There could also be increased pressure as a result of the proposed changes in Dorset  

Q Most people seem to be from Southampton, what do you want to get from this meeting for 
the people of west Hampshire?  

A We hope to get the views of local residents. It is inevitable that people from outside west 
Hampshire would come to the meeting.  We want to reassure people of west Hampshire that their 
needs will be met. 

A There is pressure on A&E in Southampton but UHS supports the proposed closure of the 
WIS.  Numbers attending A&E have been going down over the past two years due to increased use 
of the minor injuries unit and NHS 111 and improved access to primary care.  Community services 
are working better together. 

Q What happens after this meeting, who will have the final say? 

A Ultimately it is up to Southampton City CCG, WHCCG will take a view on the proposal taking 
into account the views of our patients and feed this into SCCCG. 

 

 



Getting the balance right in community-based health services 

Consultation public meeting 

Central Hall – 28 July 2015 

 
Present  

Independent Chair:    Matt Stevens 

NHS Southampton City CCG: John Richards, Chief Executive Officer 

James Rimmer, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Stephanie Ramsey, Chief Nurse 

Dr Sue Robinson, Clinical Chair and GP 

Dr Mark Kelsey, Deputy Clinical Chair and GP 

Dawn Buck, Head of Engagement 

Solent NHS Trust:   Sue Harriman, Chief Executive Officer 

NHS West Hampshire CCG: Inger Hebden, Director of Commissioning,  
Long Term Conditions and Community 

 

Following an introduction from Matt Stevens, James Rimmer, John Richards and Sue Robinson gave a 

presentation regarding the consultation and the alternative services available to support people when they 

became unwell. The meeting then opened to the public for questions. 

 
Questions 

Q. Is it possible to reduce to number of hours that the walk-in service is open? We also need to 
ensure efficiency. Could you close the Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) run by Care UK?  
 

A. There is a challenge that if you reduce the opening hours of the walk-in service that you would not 
be able to get staff to work such short hours.  
 
The centre must have a certain number of staff to ensure it is safe and able to deal with anything 
that arises. From a staff point of view we need to ensure that we can attract people who want to 
work these hours.  

With regards to the MIU, this is a different kind of service which is available to people with an urgent 
injury care need. The MIU service has x-ray and diagnostic facilities.  

This isn’t all about money, it’s also about what the CCG believes to be a duplication of services. 
There is always room for running services more efficiently but when you run services at off peak 
times it does cost more money to run.  
 

Q. How many people on panel live on the east side of the city, and have they used the walk in 
centre themselves? 
 

A. With regards to the panel living on the east side of the city, James Rimmer, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer, has lived on the east for 12 years and recently moved but has used the walk-in service. 
Stephanie Ramsey, Chief Nurse, also lives in the east of the city.   



 
Q. A member of the public raised a scenario where they had a rash on the lower right leg. They 

called NHS 111 and were told to visit the walk-in service. If this wasn’t there then where 
would they go?  
 

A. The CCG do realise how much the service is valued. If someone has something like a rash then it is 
worth ringing NHS 111 to gain advice first. If 111 feel that person needs to see a doctor out of hours 
they will organise this. The walk-in service has limited prescribing capabilities and is a nurse led 
service. The service mainly deals with coughs, colds and sore throats. Going to the walk-in service 
with a more serious condition could lead to a delay in getting the more serious treatment needed. 
 

Q. If the walk-in service if not broken then why do you need to fix it?  
 

A. The CCG are not stating that the service is broken and not arguing that in a perfect world it’s a 
service the CCG want to close. The CCG are in circumstances where they cannot keep the service 
open. We have to look at services that can be cut to ensure we provide ones that achieve the 
greatest health gain.  
 

Q. There is an issue with buses in the city, it takes too long to get to the Royal South Hants 
(RSH) and not everyone has cars. 
 

A. Buses are something that the CCG are looking at with Southampton City Council to understand the 
impact; we have received a lot of feedback on this subject and it is being explored.  
 

Q. There is an issue with buses as people will not be able to get to the RSH or the General 
Hospital. Without the walk in-service, people on the east side of the city will be isolated. I 
have a brilliant doctor with a fab service however my wife who needs an appointment in 
Woolston with her GP can wait up to three weeks for an appointment. Need to ensure that 
people are using the service efficiently.  
  

A. The dilemma is that a walk-in service is what it says and anybody should be able to walk in. If we 
were to stop allowing people to walk-in then it changes the nature of the service. There are real 
problems around public transport across the city, however from a health point of view there are only 
certain things we can do. We need to try to make sure we reduce the need for people to get out of 
their homes to go and see someone. It is advisable for people to talk to health professionals over 
the phone. There are also local highly trained pharmacists who have consulting rooms already in 
place.  

If you need to wait for a GP appointment for that long then it is an issue and the CCG needs to 
know. Every practice will see someone on the same day if there are urgent medical needs. One of 
our major initiatives currently in development is Better Care Southampton which is about building 
resilience as a city and working together as a community rather than in silos. We need to bolster 
community services and also help people feel confident in managing their conditions themselves to 
strengthen communities across the city. 
 

Q. Taking into consideration the community we have built and worked on together. There is a 
line across the river between east and west. I would like to see the city come together. 
 

A. The issue around east and west divide is painful to hear and as a small city we don’t need more 
issues to drive the divide. The CCG are not setting out to make it worse, we want to make it better. 
We do understand that people on the east of the city feel as though these things are done in an 



unfair way and it is not just about the walk-in service. There is currently only one walk-in service and 
it happens to be on the east of the city.  
 

Q. This is the third time the public have had to argue to keep the service open, why don’t you 
get it? There is not a lot of provision on the east and it is quite clear we need it. It is not fair 
our service will be sacrificed to provide funding elsewhere. If money is tight but we are 
directing people to Care UK (MIU) who are private, why are you paying these people? How 
much is the Care UK contract costing us when NHS resources are being closed down? 

 
A. The MIU contract is a national price and the CCG pay the same if it is an NHS or private provider, it 

is around about £60 per attendance. The information is publically available on the CCG website.  
 

Q. Statement - There have been many issues that have been talked about and some issues can 
be debated by the people on the panel and people in audience. One thing that nobody can 
debate is the record of the bus services in the evening and Sundays. Any alternatives 
suggested i.e. going to RSH or pharmacy, pharmacists depend on bus services. One of best 
reasons to not close the service is because there will not be a satisfactory set of buses in 
place. 
 
 

Q. Royston Smith - there is a good point about the buses, talking to Southampton City Council 
about the buses doesn’t fly. With regards to duplication, you mentioned that the Minor 
Injuries Unit doesn’t do same thing as the walk-in service. For the divide between east and 
west, there are twice as many GP surgeries in the west as in the east. The consultation uses 
the word ‘risk of high priority services’ - you are asking people to choose between one thing 
and another. You could start to charge Eastleigh CCG 20% of the resource their patients take 
from you. If you have 1,000 people respond, who say don’t close it and you do then you will 
never be trusted again.  
 

A. The MIU does not duplicate what other services do such as pharmacies. In terms of GP surgeries a 
third of GP practices are in east, but some practices, are much bigger in east than in the west. 
 
People do not see pharmacists as a place to go however it is not just about providing medicines, 
they can assess if something is an emergency or refer to a GP. 

There is a recurring theme about the consultation that people do not like the choice the CCG is 
putting across in consultation document. The reality is that it is the choice we believe we are faced 
with. Ultimately it will be a choice the CCG has to make and we take the rap for. There is an 
alternative to closing the whole services which is to go back to where we have been in the past and 
will involve degrading other services provided.  

Inger Hebden from West Hampshire CCG responded re West Hampshire patients using the walk-in 
service - A lot of consideration went into the primary care model that West Hampshire CCG wanted. 
In Hampshire different decisions were made and West Hampshire CCG wanted to improve services 
and access to primary care. The CCG has never commissioned a walk-in service and if we were to 
go with a walk in centre model then we would need to make cuts to other services across 
Hampshire.  

Something important we have changed is the introduction of the NHS 111 service which we 
acknowledge has not had a good reputation nationally. In this part of the city hwoever we have had 
a good 111 service, which is headed up by South Central Ambulance Services (SCAS) with 



clinicians to answer questions. This expertise was not available under the old arrangements with 
NHS Direct.  

Q. In the pack it says 34% living outside of the city goes to the walk-in service. You have to go 
to those patients and speak to them, how they would feel about it being closed? I always ring 
NHS 111 who advise using the walk-in service and I can’t get an appointment to see my GP. 
 

A. All practices in the east do offer extended opening hours. There is also a new Prime Minister’s 
Challenge Fund (PMCF) which is starting in Southampton that will look at services running 8am – 
8pm seven days a week and be run by local GPs. The first centre will open in the east which will 
increase access to GPs and nurse appointments.  
 
There is a consultation meeting in Hedge End, which will cover what the consultation means to west 
Hampshire patients and GP surgeries offering evening and weekend appointments.  
 
Shelly Noble from NHS 111 also provided an answer – The NHS 111 service is provided from our 
emergency control centre just outside Winchester. It is staffed by clinicians, paramedics, nurses and 
also call handlers. It is 111’s job to listen to what patients have to say and appoint the most 
appropriate care in the most appropriate timeframe. The out of hours GP service (OOH) is a 
separately run service however we take the details and pass on to OOH. We ask a lot of questions 
however this is to ensure that we provide a safe service. At the moment we do have the ability to 
direct people to the walk-in service however we also do have the opportunity to signpost to other 
places as we have lots of links with the community, mental health services, pharmacies etc. There is 
a directory of services which is always reviewed to ensure that we signpost people to the most 
appropriate and nearest service.  
 

Q. What are the combined salaries of the people on the panel? How much is the consultation 
costing? If you put all that money together you could keep the walk-in service open. Some 
people haven’t got the price of a bus? 
 

A. All the Executive Directors salaries are published in our Annual Report available on the CCG 
website. For the cost of the consultation, it’s around £3,000 which is used to ensure we share the 
consultation with local people. If the CCG spent no money then how do we demonstrate we have 
consulted with the public?  
 

Q. I would like to compliment the CCG on a thorough report with a lot of statistics behind it. On 
page 7, it relates to cost, which is £67 per person for the walk-in service and GP 
appointments cost £32 per person. If the walk-in service is open 13 hours on a Saturday and 
Sunday and evenings this totals 41 hours a week. However GP surgeries must be open much 
more and at a much bigger cost.  I find it hard to believe that it will be cost effective to close 
the walk-in service? 
 

A. It is difficult to breakdown the cost of a GP practice; however a breakdown of the costs for 
appointments at each of the urgent care services is available on the CCG website.  
 

Q. Councillor from Peartree - we speak to a lot of people telling us they don’t want the walk-in 
service to close. We are not confident in the alternative provisions in place.  What work are 
you doing with GPs to demonstrate an increase in opening hours? If you want to close it you 
have to demonstrate acceptable provision to counteract that. 
 

A. The CCG are working with GPs to increase access. GPs are very cost effective and a lot of people 
who visit the walk-in service then also visit their GP. We really struggle with looking after frail and 
elderly patients and spend a lot of time trying to sort out care with the services to support us. GPs 



are able to see people with a medical need on the same day. There is now a much greater 
emphasis on not admitting people to hospital. The CCG feel confident about the alternatives in 
place.  
 

Q. In the survey conducted could you publish the age bracket of people affected with transport 
issues? 

 
Q. Closing the facility in the long run will not be cost effective. I had concussion and was told to 

go to walk-in service by NHS 111. Conditions in east could become worse.  
 

Q. Councillor Payne – my family used walk-in service on several occasions. It is usually very 
busy, it is convenient and people have confidence in the centre and the services it 
discharges. The quality of care is good. The reason our family go there is that the local GP 
surgery can’t see us and we want to get better and go back to work. If your GP cannot see 
you and the walk-in service is not there where can you get a prescription to get better? 
 

A. Sue Harriman, Chief Executive Officer of Solent NHS Trust - Thank you everyone for the kind words 
about the services and dedication of nurses. There have been lots of comments about efficiency of 
the service. There was an issue at the beginning of the year with recruitment, trying to retain staff 
can be difficult. It can also be an expensive service to recruit to as you need very senior specialist 
nurses. We have great pride in the service and its staff and we need to use those specialist nurses 
differently to help people. We would love to have an endless pot of money but we are supporting the 
change. Staff are very excited about the opportunity to work with other services.  
 

Q. Dr Bruce Hoghton – I am a local GP working in a system that is really struggling. 
Recruitment is a problem in all sectors. If we don’t make difficult decisions like closing the 
walk-in service, we can’t start to look at investing money in the really sick people. The real 
need is the people who are struggling with long term conditions and disease at home and 
their needs are not being met terribly well because resources are not around. What will you 
do if we don’t make this difficult decision about choice in this way? 
 

A. Talking about making difficult decisions, we need to make more investment in the really sick people 
who are not often heard in these discussions. These people are not often in the position to come to 
meetings like this, and people with life limiting conditions are the silent voice in this debate. We wish 
we had a bottomless pit of money to commission these services. It is a long term trend that we need 
to spend more money to provide more healthcare as people live longer who are suffering with long 
term conditions later in life.  

Matt Stevens thanked people for attending and providing valuable feedback and closed the 
meeting. 
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Getting the balance right in community-based health services 

Consultation public meeting 

Christ the King and St Colman Catholic Church Hall – 9 July 2015 

 
Present  
Independent Chair:    Matt Stevens 

NHS Southampton City CCG: James Rimmer, Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Stephanie Ramsey, Chief Nurse 

Peter Horne, Director of System Delivery 

Dr Sue Robinson, Clinical Chair and GP 

Dr Mark Kelsey, Deputy Clinical Chair and GP 

Dawn Buck, Head of Engagement 

Solent NHS Trust:   Alex Whitfield, Chief Operating Officer 

NHS West Hampshire CCG:  Rachael King, Associate Director of Community and Primary 

Care Service 

 

Following an introduction from Matt Stevens, James Rimmer and Stephanie Ramsey gave a 

presentation regarding the consultation and the alternative services available to support people 

when they became unwell. The meeting then opened to the public for questions. 

 

Questions 

Q. With only ten GP practices in the east, how is the east best served? 
 

A. It’s not always about a GP. For example, practice nurses are a valuable asset to provide 
the right service for minor ailments and conditions. GPs look at patients with complex 
needs and conditions. In fact, an advanced nurse practitioner has recently been recruited 
to work with patients in Bath Lodge Surgery.  
 
GPs are dedicated to looking after their patient population, however the role of a GP is 
very different now as surgeries didn’t used to have practice nurses. GPs are now looking 
after more frail and elderly people with long term conditions. There has been improved 
access across the city on how care is provided. There are clinical pharmacists and also 
patients do feel more comfortable looking after their own minor conditions with support. 
 
It is important to ensure that appointments are being attended or cancelled.  
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Q. What about families with young children, how are they expected to attend a 
consultation meeting that takes place at 6:30pm?  

 
A. (Question was initially misunderstood and the following answer was given). The NHS 111 

service provides information, assurance and advice, and will direct patients to the 
appropriate service. The extended opening hours for GP surgeries will enable people to 
access GP appointments.  
 
This meeting is only one of a series of events over the next three months and lots of work 
has also taken place prior to the consultation. There are focus groups with key user 
groups including Sure Start (for families with young children), seldom heard individuals 
and also the Pensioners Forum. Work is taking place to ensure all the different users of 
this service and also community based nursing services are engaged with.  

 
Q. My GP works two days a week, and I have to wait weeks for an appointment. The 

service at the Walk-in Centre is always available and is often better than my GP. 
Transport access is also an issue? 
 

A. Work is taking place to research the issues around transport and we have added current 
bus service details to the frequently asked questions on our website. The point was taken 
that there is an issue around access and transport to the Royal South Hants Hospital. 
 

Q. Question from Mike Marx, the Socialist Party – The Socialist Party have been 
campaigning to save the walk in centre and it may have well closed earlier if they 
hadn’t campaigned. If this is a meeting of democracy then why not have a vote to 
save the walk in centre not? 

 
A. This is not a decision making meeting it is a consultation meeting.  

 
Q. Statement from Richard from the Bath Lodge Centre – I am pleased to see our 

Member of Parliament at the meeting and would be interested if he had any 
questions or comments.  
 

A. People were reminded that they must stick to asking questions. 
 
Q. Why are we having this consultation when it is only recently that we fought to keep 

it open? 
 

A. The Overview and Scrutiny Panel asked that the CCG undertook a full consultation in 
relation to the proposal. 
 
The CCG want to go out and obtain feedback from people. So far there have been over 
1000 written responses and the results will be published in the final report. When the 
decision is made during our September Board meeting people will be able to come and 
hear those discussions.  

 
Q. I would like to know more about the CCG and how the members are elected. 
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A. The CCG is an NHS organisation, with all GP practices in the city being voting members. 
It is clinically led and there are six GP Board members within a management team. There 
is no public election for the members.  
 
Councillors do scrutinise and examine what the CCG does and how it does it. 

 
Q. Question from Freda, Thornhill Park – how easy is it for older people to access the 

Royal South Hants Hospital as it is a longer drive. You are talking about services to 
help people at home, however the elderly often want to go out not just stay in. 
Trying to get a doctor is impossible and if I call NHS 111 I am told to get an 
ambulance. My husband had a heart attack driving to hospital. The Walk-in Centre 
is on the east side and all other hospitals are on the west of the city. The Walk-in 
Centre is useful for the elderly and children.  

 
A. The CCG do understand the strength of feeling about the walk in service. If people have a  

life threatening illness or injury then they should call 999.  
 
GP access is an area which we are working with local practices on. The GP surgeries 
need to communicate their opening times to patients. There is currently a pilot in the east 
of the city which is run by GPs to provide access in the evenings and weekends.  

 
Q. Question from Jeff, Townhill Park - The CCG receive £302m and the Walk-in Service 

costs £1.2m, I would like to see a breakdown of that cost, if you split it down further 
it is £25,000 a week, meaning it costs around £605 an hour. Instead of closing the 
service, why don’t you streamline it, if you think it’s unreasonable or not working 
then get it sorted. Make sure people don’t come for colds and flu etc. 

 
A. It isn’t a financial decision in that sense. Last year the cost of running the service was £1.4 

million and work is always taking place to try to cut and reduce cost. There is a full 
breakdown of costs available on the consultation website. £620,000 of the overall cost is 
clinical staff salary. In terms of being more cost effective it is difficult as we need a 
minimum number of staff on site including qualified nurses who can write prescriptions. It 
would be hard to reduce costs much further.  
 

Q. I don’t understand the politics of the NHS. I understand this whole thing comes 
under Solent NHS Trust and we are only speaking about patients from Bitterne. I 
live in West End which is part of West Hampshire CCG and I feel neglected. Can 
you give an explanation why we don’t care about access to services if you don’t 
live in the city?  

 
A. West Hampshire CCG is supportive of the approach of the consultation and patients from 

outside the city do access the service. There is a local event to go through the services 
and which will explain the other alternatives. West Hampshire CCG would encourage 
people to feedback to this consultation.  
 

Q. Understanding this is a consultation and that the decision hasn’t been made. We 
have spent 45 minutes listening to members of the CCG convincing people to close 
it. You also brought up the alternatives services. My question is around the two 
options and I would like to suggest a third option, to have adequate community 
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services and keep the Walk-in Service open. Also the leaflets of alternative options 
do not contain the walk in service as an option.  

 
A. The leaflets went out last year. We would like nothing more than to keep the service open 

however there is not enough money. We have worked with Healthwatch, who are an 
independent body, to produce the options outlined in the consultation document. 
 

Q. Question from Nick Chaffey who stood as a candidate in the local elections - I am in 
favour of keeping the Walk-in Centre open. At the consultation [the general 
election] on 7 May the candidates committed to find the money and to keep the 
Walk-in Centre open.  The Walk-in Centre is a valued service in the community and 
in five years of trying to close the service, it hasn’t succeeded and also GP access 
hasn’t improved. I understand that there are agency staff used in the service as you 
got rid of permanent staff and are now spending NHS money on agencies. You are 
telling us this evening, instead of going to see GPs that you are advising people to 
go to an unqualified pharmacist and unqualified people at NHS 111.  
 

A. We know how much people value the service at the Walk-in Service, but we would like 
people to understand how health care has changed. Pharmacists are trained to answer 
questions and not just give out pills. Nurses provide a lot more health care than they ever 
used to and can also prescribe and diagnose.  
 
It is not true that NHS 111 is not qualified or safe.  
 

Q. Question from Malcolm Wilson, Bitterne – This is poor management by the CCG. If 
you look at the figures, it’s only run by nurses and it costs £321 an hour for clinical 
staff, this is down to mismanagement.  

  
A. NHS pay terms and conditions are set nationally and we have to follow them. There has 

been use of agency staff in the past, however, as of July there are no agency shifts and 
recruitment has been made to permanent or bank staff.  

 
Q. Is the consultation document correct or biased to close the Walk-in Service? 

 
A. The chair stated that this question did not need answering.  

 
Q. Question from a resident of Bitterne Park – I have a son with asthma, although he 

requires medical intervention, since age three I didn’t need to use the walk in 
service once. NHS 111 advised me to go to the Royal South Hants Hospital and also 
a GP came to my home.  
 
How many people in the area do we pay for versus the other catchment areas, also 
how much does it cost for a Walk-in Centre appointment compared to the other 
options? 
 

A. Roughly one third of Walk-in Service patients come from outside of Southampton, two 
thirds from Southampton with the majority coming from the east of the city.  
 
In terms of costs of the service, these are outlined in the consultation document. It costs 
the following: 
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• Walk-in Service - £67  
• Emergency Department  - £77 
• Minor Injuries Unit - £57  
• Out of hours - £44 
• GP -  £32 
• Pharmacy  - £18  
• NHS 111 -  £8 per call 

 
 

Q. Question from Royston Smith,  Ward Councillor, and Member of Parliament - It can’t 
be underestimated for the east of the city to have a facility on this side and you 
can’t justify it with services on the west. There was never a campaign to find the 
money and keep it open only to keep it open. Consultations are rarely trusted, this 
one has a major flaw it relates to questions one and two, and it doesn’t say do you 
want it to close?  Last point, if 100% of people fill in the feedback and say they do 
not want it to close, it’s a clear steer, and then what will you do? 

 
A. It will be up to the Board to answer that question. 

 
Q. Question from Rowena Davis, Bitterne Park – where would we go and what would 

we do if we didn’t like the decision the CCG makes?  Also how are 16 – 24 year olds 
involved in this consultation? They are important as they lack access to transport 
and also health service awareness is lowest in that age group? 
 

A. There are a number of events happening, including with the YMCA, students and young 
people group. The consultation is across the city, and the CCG will pick up with the 
student body from the University.  
 
All feedback is taken seriously and is currently coming from a wide range of sources.  Any 
decision made by the CCG can be scrutinised by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel.  

 
Q. Question from Dot Smith, Bitterne – this relates to the priority between community 

nursing and the Walk-in Service. My question is, are there doctors in this room and 
what would their answers be if there was poll across the city asking all the doctors 
in the area about the Walk-in Centre closing? 
 

A. This question was answered by Dr Paula Hunt. Paula is a GP in Weston Lane Surgery 
and a local resident with three children.  
 
As a resident I have attended the Minor Injuries Unit and I am patient at a local surgery. I 
don’t have a problem getting an appointment with my GP as they do a triage service.  
 
The workload for GPs has gone up and up, however if someone wants an urgent 
appointment, then we call them back. More medical students are being trained. I am often 
filing letters from Walk-in Service and Minor Injuries Unit with the end point being that they 
had coughs and colds etc. This is why NHS 111 is there, they are helpful especially for the 
people who are worried and not necessarily very sick.  

Matt Stevens thanked everyone for their questions and closed the meeting. 



Appendix 9 - feedback and comments received by email and letter 

I would be grateful if you would add my name to the petition to save the walk-in service at Bitterne. 
  
I feel that this is an essential service especially now when the Dr.’s Surgery’s are NOT open 7 days a week and A&E is always so 
busy with probably more serious needs.   
 
I do not agree that the Bitterne walk in centre should close, it will put more pressure on the general hospital.  It is so difficult to get a 
doctors appointment this side of the water and closing this walk in will cause people to have no where to go. Reduce the 
management level in the nhs and you will be able to fund this, you could reduce it by at least 4 levels. 
 
I wish to add my name to the growing number of people in support of keeping Bitterne Walk In Centre open.  My family and I have 
used this wonderful facility on a number of occasions and been treated very well.   
How do you think elderly people and people with very young children who only have access to public transport are going to get to 
the RSH Walk in Centre when they probably only live a few minutes from Bitterne? 
 
I can't believe anybody is contemplating closing this great facility! 
 
Thank you for your offer in “The Eye” to contribute to the discussions about the Bitterne Walk In Centre. 
 
I believe that it is unaffordable in the current financial climate, and should therefore be closed. 
 
I have attended BWIC on three occasions, all of which were at the weekend. On two of these visits the waiting room was heaving 
showing this service is very popular when GP practices are closed. 
Each of my visits were with suspected infections which may require antibiotics - not warranting taking up A & E time. If this facility 
were not available I would have had to suffer until the Monday (provided my symptoms didn't get too serious) and then had to take 
the Monday off work to attend my local GP. I estimate there would be a proportion of people attending who would just go to A & E. 

I strongly support this facility remaining open. 
If you do decide to close it, you should look at the symptoms of people attending and provide a general list of which alternative to 
use when GP surgeries are closed. 



I am a mid 70s OAP living in Bitterne. The BWC is essential to Bitterne residents due to transport difficulties in attending the 
General (Gen), Adelaide Centre (AC) & Royal S Hants (RSH) plus lack of alternative facilities in Southampton East. Southampton 
West has direct bus services to Gen & AC and even has a direct bus service to the RSH whereas there is no direct service from 
Bitterne to the RSH & AC and from early Sep 2015 there will be no direct service to the Gen. There is little prospect of a direct 
service being re-introduced. I know people say it is easy to change buses in the City Centre and I would tend to agree on a 
summer's day but it is not much fun hunting down and waiting for the connecting service on a dank November day especially 
when you are unwell. Taxi fares are prohibitively expensive for an OAP(and others). The BWC is convenient to us and on bus 
routes  The problem is seen by a nurse who will know whether the problem is minor or whether GP action is required instead of a 
111 voice which could lead to the patient misunderstanding any advice given. A small extension to GP hours is a poor substitute 
and not sufficient to warrant the closure especially as the GP service could be anywhere and probably off a bus route in the 
evenings. The BWC is efficient, centralised in the Bitterne area yet you plan to close it without any practical alternative facility in this 
area. The BWC is not broken, it does not need fixing and it certainly does not need closing. 
 
Earlier this year I fell and used my arms to save myself, also hitting my chin. Within a couple of hours my left arm became swollen 
and sore. I did not know what I had done but rang my GP surgery. A panic stricken voice at the other end said that there was 
nothing they could do and I should visit the Minor Injuries Unit at St. Mary's. Very helpful. I had no idea how to get there; i.e. what 
bus to catch or where the unit was when I got there. 
 
Fortunately I could afford a taxi to get me there and the driver knew where to take me. Many people of my age - 77 - who live on 
their own cannot afford that option. I caught a bus back to Bitterne after being diagnosed with a fractured arm.  
 
I thought I received good treatment at the M.I. Unit but had a 2 week wait for an appt. at the fracture clinic by which time I was well 
and truly covered in black bruising. 
 
What is not clear, as one family found out, is that the M.I. Unit only deals with arms and legs. Anything to do with the torso has to 
be dealt with at A&E. I don't think that this is common knowledge. 
 
Had I gone to the Walk-in-Centre I feel sure that I would have been given more helpful information than I received from my doctor's 
surgery. In my experience they are more 'clued' up. 
 
Dear Royston 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on the proposed "temporary" closure of Bitterne Health Centre. 



Being a retired community nurse (Val) I can also fully agree with the need to supplement community nursing during the winter 
period. Unfortunately this sounds very much like robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
 
It would be interesting to know the usage of the centre and how much publicity has gone into diverting people from A and E to the 
centre. 
 
Closing the centre would surely put more pressure on our A and E department. Our daughter in law has recently left A and E as a 
nurse partially due to increasing pressure and stress. 
 
We feel the centre budget would be stretched too thinly if spread across city nursing services rather than being utilised in one 
specialised and much needed area. 
 
The centre is not only used by Bitterness residents. We have an elderly aunt who lives in Portswood (equidistant from A and E and 
the centre) who has used the centre instead of visiting A and E. 
 
We also feel sure that once closed it will never reopen. 
 
The CCG really need to look in other areas within the budget rather than once again squeezing front line nursing services that 
impact on the care and quality of life of patients. 
 
Unfortunately we feel that our views will not make any difference but as always we appreciate your continuing communication about 
local matters of concern to local residents. 
 
Having read your consultation document I have the following questions: 
 
1) it is stated that the GP surgeries open Saturday's mine Bitterness Park opens 1 in 4. Therefore I would like to know which 
surgeries open every Saturday? 
 
2) I would also like to know who owns the building and if the council what  is the proposed use should the walk in centre close? 
 
3) The minor injury unit at the Royal opens at 7.30pm. Will the opening hours for this unit, if the walk in closes, change to 6.30pm to 
cover the lost hours? 



 
4) If a patient uses the walk in centre does the GP pay for their patients visit? 
 
I would appreciate a reply before tonight's consultation meeting. 
 
I wish to protest strongly against closure of the centre. 
The western side of Southampton is served by the General Hospital. 
Central is served by the South Hants. 
If you take away the Walk In Centre in Bitterne. What will we have. Nothing 
 
Longer surgery hours won't work. I have phoned mine every day for the past three days asking for an appointment at either surgery 
any time, with any doctor. What could they offer me? 
Nothing. 
 
So think again and do the right thing. 
 
Dear Mr Rimmer, I attended the walk in centre meeting at Central Hall on 28th July and we spoke after the meeting regarding 
annual costs for the BWIC. 
 
You have forwarded a copy of the summary costs (attached) and it seems that some of the elements require further explanation as 
they appear to be excessive, and the correct decision cannot be arrived at if the base information is suspect. The reasons for 
concern are as follows: 
 
The Walk in Centre is open 41 hours per week. 41 hrs per week x 52 weeks is 2,132 years per annum. 
Taking each item in turn, I would ask you to respond to the following: 
 
Clinical pay - £617,085 so divided by 2,132 is £289/hr. Seems on the high side, but I imagine that there is an element of shift 
work/overtime to be paid for, but how many clinical staff are on duty? 
 
Non clinical pay - £129,885 is £65/hr, and negligence insurance - £1,600. Both perhaps not unreasonable. 
 
I do not understand the high level of fixed costs; for solely the BWIC and only the space occupied by it within the building they 



seem excessive. 
Estates £22,800. 
IT £37,600. 
Direct overhead eg HR £76,900. 
Depreciation and 3.5% interest £179,940. 
Indirect allocated overhead £120,192. 
This totals £437,432 - for just the BWIC facility, excluding wages? 
Just what are these costs, and what % depreciation is applied as they seem totally out of scale with the facility? 
 
The final query I have is the cost for medication £102,998. This does not appear to withstand scrutiny. 
This equates to £2,000 per 41 hour week, so £50 for every hour it is open, and £5.36 for each person seen (your report says 
19,200 people per annum). 
Taken in line with your report, this does not make any sense.  
Your report says 'most common conditions...are cough/sore throat'........and....... '24% require no treatment'........and    '8% 
require basic medication e.g. paracetamol'.........and ......'68% advised.....consult GP'. 
 
So, using your own data, if there is only basic medication issued to 8% of the customers; 19,200 x 8% is 1,536 people, at 40p per 
pack of 16 Paracetamol tablets = £600.  
 
If I need a painkiller I buy it at a supermarket or chemist, like most people, so what on earth is £102,000 being spent on? Even 
adding a modest sum for bandages/strapping/other first aid etc., it seems impossible to get to the cost of £50 for each and every 
hour it is open. 
 
As you are a public sector organisation, this falls under the jurisdiction of FOO requests, I would therefore ask you to advise me 
what the medication costs include for, in order to arrive at £102,998, and to further comment on the £437,432 query above. A 
breakdown of those costs would be useful. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
I write to you as a local councillor for the Peartree Ward on the East side of the City. 
 
One of the issue that is regularly raised by many residents is the lack of a direct bus service to the RSH from Bitterne and Sholing. 



Would you be open to discussing with First Bus for example the possibility of running a direct service to the RSH 
 
For example first bus number 9 runs through Sholing, Thornhill and Bitterne. 
 
This could be an opportunity to discuss with First Bus if they would consider extending the route from the City Centre to cover the 
RSH. 
 
This could be considered for a trial period so that if the BWIC is closed then residents on the East Side do have a direct bus service 
to the RSH and therefore the MIU. 
 
I am happy to discuss this further and arrange meetings with First Bus if required. 
 
I wish to state  my absolute disgust at the threat to close Bittern Walk in Center.  Many people use this vital service & was designed 
to free up  
the major hospitals in the general area.   We all know, to our cost  &  
health that all major hospitals are on red alert most of the time now & to "centralise" the service, because that is what it will 
probably happen,defeats the whole object of the original plan!!  How can you possibly expect people to believe that by closing 
these centers make it  
easier for people to be seen quicker?   As usual, the motions are going  
through for you to say that "the people were informed " when we all know that the plans & decisions are probably already decided.  
My vote to close this center is a great big NO, NO, NO.  Leave it alone & look after the public health before cost. 
 
I have just read your consultation document and found it very biased towards closure not a balanced or true representation of the 
service offered. Was it written by the head of community based medical practitioners? 
The report states that people should use NHS 111 or a pharmacist, nine time out of ten 111 say see your GP. According to you the 
same as the walk in centre this not progress. People who talk to pharmacist in public would not disclose their symptoms. Does a 
pharmacist have a patient confidentiality agreement? GP services are not available easily on the east side of Southampton with 
long waiting times at the surgery and getting an appointment to see your own doctor. 
In your report it states that 1600 people use the walk in centre a month and most of them are registered in the east of the city and 
83 percent use the service, so it is needed. 68 percent advised to see their GP is this not the same as NHS 111 or is it the staff at 
the walk in centre are not adequately trained.  
The running cost was 1.4M now it is 1.2M which is it? 



With the hours it is open the staff see a patient every 6 minutes which is better then time allocated to each patient at a GP surgery. 
By closing the walk in centre it will add £123,200 per month to the accident and emergency budget. 
The examples of community based visits is not strictly true with a blood test only costing 0.61p. It would cost that in transport cost 
just to get the nurse to the location. 
Survey results 610 people were these people targeted and community based? 
The GPs are bound to say it has no effect if 68 percent are advised to see their GP. 
The staff have told you that the service is needed so it is needed. 
33 GP practices opening Saturday mornings and one late evening. Why not Sunday and every evening as well? 
What you should be doing is expanding the service at Bitterne walk in centre by recruiting better qualified staff or even GPs, and 
expanding the hours to every day. You would find that more people would use it and this would truly reduce pressure and funds 
from GPs practices and A&E. My GP was based in Bitterne medical centre before it became a walk in centre. I had to use transport 
to get to my new surgery in Theobold road Bitterne park. Will it move back if the walk in centre closes? 
 
I strongly object to the proposed closure of the Bitterne walk-in centre as I have used it a few times, and if I had not, it would have 
surely have cost the NHS a lot of money by me going to hospital, as they were able to diagnose and treat an illness that I had quite 
recently, quite quickly, thus saving the NHS the extra cost of admitting me to hospital. 
 
Further to reading your consultation document on the proposed closure of Bitterne WIC, please could you share with me your 
statistics on usage and uptake of service for the period before the decision was taken to reduce the operating hours of the unit to 
evenings and weekends only. 
  
Please could you also quantify how the retention of the facility will risk other services, and identify the financial background to this 
statement (assuming it is a financial deficit that is forcing the closure). 
  



 
I am contacting you, as clinical chair of HOSP, and on behalf of Southampton Keep OurNHS Public (SKONP), to raise some 
concerns about the consultation process being organised by Southampton CCG on the closure of Bitterne Walk in Centre (BWIC) 
which we have raised with Healthwatch (please see email below) and which we would also wish the HOSP to consider when 
discussing the consultation process.  
 
Please accept my support of keeping the Bitterne walk in centre open for friends and family use within East of River Itchen. 
Staff are so friendly and helpful with quick immediate advice on illness/injury.  
It is so difficult to get a doctors appointment at our Thorold Road Doctors Surgery as and when immediate response is required. 
 

 



 



 



 



I would like to state that I disagree entirely with the above proposal.  
I am an Octogenarian living alone in Bitterne and find reassurance in the Bitterne Walk-in Centre being available if/when I require 
its services. I am sure the majority of Local Residents feel the same. 
 

 
I would like it put on record that I object to the closure of the Centre having used it and know of people who have its been easier for 
us this this side of the water. 
 
I am writing to express my disappointment at the proposed closure of the bitterness walk in centre.it is the only form of medical 
health that is open week end and evenings this side of Southampton .it takes over 45 minuets to travel across to the general 
hospital where you sit up to 4 hours to see any one and to try and get to see your own Gp is a joke up to two weeks wait for a routin 
appointment you could die whilst waiting .I am strongly against it closing and feel it could be developed further to offer more service 



to the residents that live on this side of Southampton .i know we have the walk in at the royal south haunts but that can take up to 
fourth minuets yo get to then you have to try to park and it's in such a nice area ! 
 
It makes so much more sense to focus the effort rather than duplicate it and I firmly believe that the WIC is unnecessary 
duplication; drawing funding away from essential and over stretched primary care provision. 
  
Being a person who has used the service for many years, I have found it invaluable when surgery’s have closed, or one cannot get 
an appointment to see ones own  Dr. for weeks some times. 
I feel it not only relieves the 111 call no. which I found far from satisfactory and waited many hours for someone to turn up.  On one 
occasion when my husband was still alive I had reason to call 111  the Dr. arrived eventually and immediately started smoking in 
the bedroom and turned to my husband to offer him one, I won’t repeat what remark my husband gave! obviously from a different 
culture.  I personally have had occasion to use the centre many times  or alternatively go to A&E which, is already over burdened, 
one reason people result to it having not been able to get any satisfaction from other sources,  The centre at least would be able to 
treat one or  direct one to what one should do, or, prescribe temporary help till seeing ones own Dr.  Surely this takes a lot of 
pressure off all the other services, particularly over week-ends. I have on one occasion been sent to hospital by ambulance from 
there.  With respect to the elderly, in winter people will not turn out to go to the South Hants,( where I believe there is a walk-in 
centre,) from Bitterne and surrounding areas in possible cold and stormy weather, and in the dark, plus not having  transport 
available, therefore use 111 or A&E which is already overloaded,  and asked not to use if possible.  I cannot express enough why 
the Centre should stay open, only to say it has been invaluable to me and is always well used. 
 
 



Appendix 10 - Map of services 

 

 

 

East locality – GP practices  

1. Ladies Walk (Midanbury)  
2. Ladies Walk (Thornhill) 
3. West End Road (Bitterne) 
4. West End Road (Pepys Avenue) 
5. Woolston Lodge 
6. Canute 
7. Spitfire Court 
8. Chessel (Chessel Avenue) 
9. Chessel (Sullivan Road) 
10. Bath Lodge 
11. Townhill 
12. Bitterne Park 
13. Weston Lane 
14. Harefield 
15. The Old Fire Station 
16. St Peters 



Central locality – GP practices 

34. Stoneham Lane 
35. Burgess Road 
36. University Health 
37. Highfield Health 
38. Mulberry  
39. St Denys 
40. Portswood Solent  
41. Alma Medical Centre 
42. Newtown Clinic 
43. Walnut Tree 
44. Homeless Health 
45. Nicholstown 
46. St Marys 
47. Bargate 
48. Telephone House 

West locality - GP practices  

66. Lordshill  
67. Aldermoor 
68. Adelaide 
69. Cheviot 
70. Shirley Avenue 
71. Brook house 
72. Regents Park 
73. Victor Street 
74. Raymond Road 
75. Hill Lane 
76. Atherley House 
77. Grove 

East locality – Pharmacies  

17. Superdrug (Bitterne) 
18. Boots (Bitterne Park) 
19. Bitterne Pharmacy 
20. Lloyds (Townhill) 
21. Lloyds (Dean Road) 
22. Bestway (was Co-op, Thornhill) 
23. Sangha Pharmacy 
24. Sainsbury Pharmacy 
25. Boots (West End Road) 
26. Day Lewis (Sholing) 
27. Pharmacy Direct (Weston Lane) 
28. Lloyds (66a Portsmouth Rd) 
29. Lloyds (49 Portsmouth Rd) 
30. Superdrug (Woolston) 
31. Boots (Woolston) 



32. Pharmacy Direct (Commercial St)   
33. Boots (Midanbry) 

Central locality – Pharmacies  

50. Lloyds (Swaythling) 
51. Boots (Burgess Road) 
52. Highfield Pharmacy 
53. Day Lewis (195 Portswood Rd) 
54. Boots (Portswood) 
55. Day Lewis (241 Portswood Rd) 
56. Pharmacy Direct (Gordon Av) 
57. Bassil Pharmacy 
58. Boots (Above Bar) 
59. Boots (West Quay) 
60. Asda Pharmacy 
61. Lloyds (St Marys) 
62. SK Roy 
63. Spiralstone 
64. Telephone House 
65. Bassett Pharmacy 

West locality – Pharmacies  

78. Lloyds  (Lordshill) 
79. Day Lewis (Lordswood) 
80. SY Nam  
81. Millbrook  
82. Adelaide 
83. Tesco 
84. Regents Park 
85. Lloyds (Shirley) 
86. Lloyds  (St James) 
87. Boots (Shirley) 
88. Pharmacy Direct (Shirley) 
89. Lloyds (Grove Road) 
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